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HON. JOHN A. LOGAN 



The Senate having nnder consideration the resolution submitted by Mr. Schurz 
on the 8th of January, directing the Committee on the Judiciary to inquire what 
legislation is necessary to secure to the people of the State of Louisiana their rights 
of Self-government under the Constitution — 

Mr. LOGAN said : 

Mr. President : I believe it is considered the duty of a good sailor 
to stand by his ship in the midst of a great storm. We have been 
told in this Chamber that a great storm of indignation is sweeping 
over this land, which will rend asunder and sink the old republican 
craft. We have listened to denunciations of the President, of the repub- 
licans in this Chamber, of tlie republican party as an organization, 
their acts heretofore and their purposes in reference to acts hereafter, 
of such a character as has seldom been listened to in this or any other 
legislative hall. Every fact on the side of the republican party has 
been perverted, every falsehood on the part of the opposition has been 
exaggerated, arguments have been made here calculated to inflame 
and arouse a certain class of the people of this country against the 
authorities of the Government, based not upon truth but upon manu- 
factured statements whicli were utterly false. The republican party 
has been characterized as despotic, as tyrannical, as oppressive. The 
course of the Administration and the party toward the southern 
people has been denounced as of the most tyrannical character by men 
who have received clemency at the hands of this same party. 

Now, sir, what is the cause of all this vain declamation ? What is 
the cause of all this studied denunciation ? What is the reason for 
all these accusations made against a party or an administration ? I 
may be mistaken, but, if I am not, this is the commencement of the 
campaign of 1876. It has been thought necessary on the part of the 
opijosition Senators here to commence, if I may use a homely phrase, 
a raid upon the republican party and upon this Administration, and 
to base that upon false statements in reference to the conduct of 
aflairs in the State of Louisiana. 

I propose in this debate, and I hope I shall not be too tedious, though 
I may be somewhat so, to discuss the question that should be pre- 
sented to the American people. I propose to discuss that question 
fairly, candidly, and truthfully. I propose to discuss it from a just, 
honest, andlegal stand-point. Sir, what is that question ? There was 
a resolution offered in this Chamber calling on the President to fur- 
nish certain information, A second resolution was introduced, (whether 
for the purpose of hanging on it an elaborate speech or not I am not 
aware, ) asking the Committee on the Judiciary to report at once some 
legislation in reference to Louisiana. Without any facts presented 
omcially arguments have been made, the country has been aroused, 



and some people have announced tbemBelves in a manner calcu- 
lated to produce a very sore feeling against the course and conduct 
of the party in power. I say this is done without the facts ; without 
any basis whatever ; without any knowledge officially communicated 
to them in reference to the conduct of any of the parties in the State 
of Louisiana. In discussing this question we ought to have a stand- 
point ; we ought to have a beginning ; some point from which we may 
all reason and see whether or not any great outrage has been perpe- 
trated against the rights of the American people or any portion of 
them. 

I then propose to start at this point, that there is a government in 
the State of Louisiana. Whether that government is a government of 
right or not is not the question. Is there a government in that State 
against which treason, insurrection, or rebellion may be committed ? 
Is there such a government in the State of Louisiana as should require 
the maintenance of peace and order among the citizens of that State? 
Is there such a government in the State of Louisiana as requires the 
exercise of Executive authority for the purpose of preserving peace 
and order within its borders ? I ask any Senator on this floor 
to-day if he can stand up here as a lawyer, as a Senator, as an honest 
man, and deny the fact that a government does exist ? Wliether he 
calls it a government de Jure or a government de facto, it is immate- 
rial. It is such an organization as involves the liberties and the pro- 
tection of the rights of the people of that State. It will not do for 
Senators to talk about the election of 187*2. The election of 1&72 has 
no more to do with this "military usurpation '^ that you speak of 
to-day than an election of a hundred years ago. It is not a question as 
to whether this man or that was elected. The question is, is there such 
a government there as can be overturned, and has there been an 
attempt to overturn it f If so, then what is required to x^reserve its 
status or preserve the peace and order of the people ? 

But the other day when I asked the question of a Senator on the 
other side, who was discussing this question, whether or not he in- 
dorsed the Penn rebellion, he answered me in a playful manner that 
excited the mirth of people who did not miderstand the question, by 
saying that I had decided that there was no election, and that there- 
fore there was no government to overturn. Now I ask Senators, I 
ask men of common understanding if that is the way to treat a ques- 
tion of this kind ; when asked whether insurrection against a govern- 
ment recognized is not an insurrection and whether he indorses it, 
he says there is no government to overturn. If there is no govern- 
ment to overtui-n, why do you make this noise and confusion about a 
Legislature there ? If there is no State government, there is no State 
Legislature. But I will not answer in that manner. I will not avoid 
the issue ; I will not evade the question. I answer there is a Legis- 
lature, as there is a State government, recognized by the President, 
recognized by the Legislature, recognized by the C(mrt«, recognized 
by one branch of Congress, and recognized by the majority of the 
citizens by their recognition of the laws of the State; and it will not 
do to undertake to avoid questions in this manner. 

Let us see, then, starting from that stand-point, what the position of 
Louisiana is now, and what it has been. On the 14th day of Sep- 
tember last a man by the name of Penn, as to whom we have official 
information this morning, with some seven or ten thousand white- 
leaguers made war against that government, overturned it, dispersed 
it, drove the governor from the executive chamber, and he had to 
take refuge under the jurisdiction of the Government of the United 



states^ on the soil occupied by the United States custom-house, where 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States Government extends, 
for the purpose of protecting his own life. 

This then was a revolution; this then was a rebellion; this then 
was treason against the State, for which these men should have been 
arrested, tried, and punished. Let gentlemen dodge the question as 
they may ; it may be well for some men there who engaged in this 
treasonable act against the Government that they had Mr. Kellogg 
for governor. It might not have been so well for them, perhaps, had' 
there been some other man in his place. I tell the Senator from 
Maryland if any crowd of armed men should undertake to disperse 
the government of the State of Illinois, drive its governor from the 
executive chamber, enter into his private drawers, take his private 
letters, and publisli them, and act as those men did, some of them 
would pay the penalty either in the penitentiary or by dancing at 
the end of a rope. 

But when this rebellion was going on against that State, these 
gentlemen say it was a State affair ; the Government of the United 
States has nothing to do with it! That is the old-fashioned seces- 
sion doctrine again. The Government of the United States has noth- 
ing to do with it! This National Government is made up of States, 
and each State is a part of the Government, each is a part of its 
life, of its body. It takes them all to make up the whole; and 
treason against any part of it is treason against the whole of it, 
and it became the duty of the President to put it down, as he did do ; 
and, in putting down that treason against the Kellogg government, 
the whole country almost responded favorably to his action. 

But our friend from Maryland, not in his seat now, [Mr. Hamilton] 
said that that was part of the cause of the elections going as they 
did. In other words, my friend from Maryland undertook in a round- 
about way to endorse the Penn rebellion, and claim that people of the 
country did the same thing against the government of the State of 
Louisiana, and on this floor since this discussion has been going on, 
n(.t o le Senator on that side of the chamber has lisped one word 
against the rebellion against the government of the State of Louisiana, 
and all who have spoken of it have passed it by in silence so as to 
indicate clearly that they endorse it, and I believe they do. 

Then, going further, the President issued his proclamation requiring 
those insurgents to lay down their arms and to resume their peaceful 
pursuits. This morning we have heard read at the clerk^s desk 
that these men have not yet complied fully with that proclama- 
tion. Their rebellious organization continued up to the time of the 
election and at the election. When the election took place, we 
are told by some of these Senators that the election was a peace- 
able, and a fair election, that a majority of democrats were 
elected. That is the question we propose to discuss as well as we are 
able to do it. They tell us that there was no intimidation resorted 
to by any one in the State of Louisiana. I dislike very much to fol- 
low out these statements that are not true and attempt to controvert 
them because it does seem to me that we ought to act fairly and can- 
didly in this Chamber and discuss questions without trying to per- 
vert the issue or the facts in connection with it. 

Now, I state it as a fact, and I appeal to the Senator from Lou- 
isiana to say whether or not I state truly, that on the night before 
the election in Louisiana notices were posted all over that country 
on the doors of the colored republicans and the white republicans, 
too, of a character giving them to understand that if tney voted 
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their lives would be in danger; and liere is one of tie notices posted 
all over that country : 




2x6 



This "2x6" was to show the length and width of the grave they 
would have. Not only that, but the negroes that they could impose 
upon and get to vote the democratic ticket received, after they had 
voted, a card of safety ; and here is that card issued to the colored 
people whom they had induced to vote the democratic ticket, so that 
they might present it if any white-leaguers should undertake to 
plunder or murder them : 



New Orleans, Nov. 28, 1874. 

This is to certify that Charles Durassa, a barber by occupa- 
tion, is a Member of the Ist Ward Colored Democratic Clv^, 
and that at the late election he voted for and worked in the inter- 
ests of the Democratic Oathdidates. 

WILLIAM ALEXANDER, 

President \st Ward CoVd Democratic Club. 
NICK HOPE, Secretary. 




EooMs Demockatic Parish Committee, 

New Orleans, Nov. 28, 1874. 
The undersigned, Special Committee, appointed on behalf of the Parish Com- 
mittee, approveof the above Certificate. 

ED. FLOOD, Chairman. 
PAUL WATERMAN. 
Attest: H. J. RIVET. 

J. H. HARDY, AssH Secretary Parish Committee. 



These were the certificates given to negroes who voted the demo- 
cratic ticket, that they might present them to save their lives when 
attacked by the men commonly known as Ku-Klux or white-leaguers 
in that country ; and we are told that there is no intimidation in the 
State of Louisiana ! 

Our friend from Greorgia [Mr. Gordon] has been very profuse in 
his declamation as to the civility and good order and good bearing of 
the people of Louisiana and the other Southern States. But, sir, this 
intimidation continued up to the election. After the election^it was 
necessary for the governor of that State to proceed in some manner 
best calculated to preserve the peace and order of the country. Cer- 
tain men were known to be elected to the Legislature, and one person 
elected to a State office. I ask now, in furtherance of what I am say- 



iDg in reference to intimidation, that the Secretary read from one of 
tne journals of Louisianaa statement, made after the election, to show 
that the intimidation still continued. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows : 

Shrevepobt, November 16, 1874. 

The following extracts from an editorial in the Times yesterday but faintly 
reflect sentiments expressed in a hundred speeches made in Northern'Louisiana by 
prominent White League leaders before and since the election : 

"We want no representative on the returning board, no favors or concessions 
from Kellogg and Packard. * * * We know the results of the election 
in every parish. * * * Therefore we should simply give the members 
of that hoard to distinctly understand that unless they return the elections as they 
were returned at the polls, they and those they seek to count in will pay the for- 
feit with their lives. We have no appeals to make to our fellow-citizens of New 
Orleans. We know that the men of the 14th of September will do their whole duty 
as freemen and Louisianians jealous of their liberties ; but throughout the countiy 
parishes there should be concert of action, and that action should be prompt and 
emphatic. In every parish where the officers elected by the jyeople may oe counted 
out by the returning board, the people should use hemp or ball on the defeated 
candidates counted m. 

" To localize the proposition : If George L. Smith is counted in over W. M. Ii6vy, 
or if Twitchell is counted in over Elam, let Smith and Twitchell be killed. If 
Johnson and Tyler, in De Soto, are counted in over Scales and Schuler, as the 
New Orleans Kepublican thinks ; or if Keating, Levisee, and Johnson, in Caddo, 
are counted in over Yaughn, Horan, and Land, then let Johnson, Tyler, Keating, 
Levisee, and Johnson be killed. And so let every officer, from Congressman down 
to constable, in every district and parish of the State, be served, whom the people 
have defeated and whom the returning board may count in. We cannot afford to 
be defeated by a ring of political scoundrels after we have triumphed. * * * 
Human life may be precious ; but the lives of all these carpet-baggers and radical 
politicians in Louisiana are valueless, compared with the worth of a single princi- 
ple of justice and liberty." 

Mr. LOGAN. Now, Mr. President, in the face of what has been 
said on this floor, a kind of sport-making of the statements of intimi- 
dation of the voters of the South, am I not justified in bringing for- 
ward this statement ? What is it ? That if certain men, republi- 
cans, are announced as elected to the Legislature of the State of 
Louisiana, they shall be murdered. Murdered; whyf Murdered be- 
cause they are republicans, elected to the legislature of a sovereign 
State, naming the men ; that, if the returning board announce their 
election, they shall be murdered ! Yet our democratic friends on the 
other side sneer at the idea of republicans being intimidated or mur- 
dered on account of their peculiar notions in the Southern States. 
This was in the State of Louisiana, and Louisiana is the State with 
which we are dealing now, and not the State of Georgia. I here will 
say for the benefit of my friend from Georgia — ^f or i. am his friend 
personally — that he is in the habit of bringing Georgia in all the time 
when we talk about intimidation, alleging that Georgia is peaceful. 
I will speak to that before I am through ; I am now confining my 
attention to Louisiana. 

If we take into consideration this declaration in one of the leading 
newspapers ; if we take into consideration the notices given to the 
people all over the country on the day before the election ; if we take 
into consideration the Perm rebellion of the 14th of September ; and 
if we then go back for a period and take into view the bloody riot in 
New Orleans in 1866, when a convention was being assembled in that 
State, what are we to conclude f In 1866 these same men went into 
that convention and killed and wounded over two hundred, as I have 
the authentic report, made by the medical officers who examined the 
killed and wounded on that occasion, to show. Some thirty-odd were 
killed, and the rest, amounting to over two hundred, were wounded 
on that occasion. Why ? Because they went in convention to de- 
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clare their views in refereuce to certain propositions. If we take all 
this into consideration and then follow it down until we come to the 
massacre at Colfax, what was that ? I have here a pamphlet pub- 
lished, containing extracts from one of the papers in the State of 
Louisiana, the New Orleans Times, and I will read from it in regard 
to that transaction : 

Sunday night, shortly after dark, the boat landed at a wood-pile about a mile 
above Colfax, Grant Parish, and a young felloWj armed to the teeth and very much 
excited, came aboard and requested the captain to land at Colfax and take some 
wounded white men to Alexandria, about twenty -five miles farther down the river. 

On arriving at Colfax we found about a hundred armed men on the bank, and 
most of the passengers, mjself among the number, went ashore to view the "battle- 
ground," for our young friend who came aboard at the wood-pile informed us "that 
if we wanted to see dead niggers, here was a chance, for there were a hundred or 
so scattered over the village and the adjacent fields,'* and he kindly offered to guide 
us to the scene of action. 

Almost as soon as we got to the top of the landing, sure enough we began to 
stumble on them, most of them lying on their faces, and, as I could see by the dim 
light of the lanterns, riddled with bullets. 

One poor wretch, a stalwart-looking fellow, had been in the burning court- 
house, and as he ran out with his clothes on fire had been shot. His clothes to 
his waist were all burned off, and he was literftlly broil(5d. 

"We came upon bodies every few steps, but the sight of this fellow who was 
burned, added to the horrible smell of burning human flesh — the remains of those 
who were shot in the court-house, which was still on tire — sickene<l most of us and 
caused a general cry of "Let's go back." 

I counted eighteen of the mis'^ruided darkies, and was informed that they were 
not one-fourth of the number killed ; that they were scattered here and there in 
the fields around the town, besides several in and around the burning court-house. 
This, however, was probably an exaggeration. 

To show how terribly incensed the people were against the negroes, I relate the 
following incidents : 

"We came across one negro whose clothes were smoking, and who had probably 
been in the fire. Some of our party remarked that he was alive. Instantly one or 
our guides whipped out a six-siiooter, saying " I'll finish the black dog." Of course 
we remonstrated and he put away his weapon. Some one stooped down and turned 
the negro over. He was stiff" and cold. 

A few minutes afterward we came on a big black fellow who was reclining on 
his elbow, and to all appearances alive. The man w ith the six-shooter hit him a 
fierce kick with his boot, and then stooped down and examined him, saying: "O, 
he's dead as hell." It was so; the darky died that way — in a reclining position. 

"When we came back near the landing the boat's crow were carrying aboard the 
two wounded white men, a Mr. Hadnot and another whose name I dicTnot learn. 

Sir, I ask you what Governor Kellogg was to do after the scene of 
1866, after that horrible scene at Colfax ; after the taking possession 
of five persons at Coushatta, northern men who had gone there with 
their capital and invested it and built up a thriving little village, 
but who were taken out and murdered in cold blood ; and not only 
that, but they had murdered one of the judges and the district-at- 
torney, and compelled the judge and district attorney of that juris- 
diction to resign, >and then murdered the acting district attorney. 
My friend from Georgia said in his way and manner of saying things, 
** Why do you not try these people for murdering those men at Cou- 
shatta f You have the judge and you have the district attorney? 
Unfortunately for my friend^s statement, we have neither. Your 
friends had murdered the attorney, and had murdered a judge before 
the new judge had been appointed, who had to resign to save his 
life. The acting district attorney was murdered by the same " ban- 
ditti" that murdered the five northern men at Coushatta. 

Mr. GORDON. Will the Senator aUow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. GORDON. Where was the United States court at that time ? 
Where was the enforcement act? Where was the Army of the 
United States ? Could not the United States court under the enforce- 
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ment act take cognizance of these facts ? Was the district attorney 
of the United States court not present ? 

Mr. LOGAN. I will inform the Senator where they were. The 
district attorney was in his grave, put there by your political 
friends. The judge had been murdered a year before. The one ap- 
pointed in his place had to resign to save his life. The United 
States court was in New Orleans. And he asks where was the United 
States Army ? Great God ! do you want the Army ? I thought you 
had been railing against its use. [Laughter.] 

Mr. GORDON. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him just 
one moment ? 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. GORDON. I confess to the Senator now that I am over- 
whelmed. When he comes at me with that argument I am utterly 
undone. It is always easier to attack the defeated ; it is always easier 
for power to triumph than for truth; but truth will prevail in the 
end. If the Senator thinks by a thrust such as he has given that he 
makes any capital for himself or his party, he is altogether welcome 
to it. 

Mr. LOGAN. I am not trying to make cajntal for myself nor for 
my party. I am trying to develope the facts and let them make cap- 
ital for whoever they may. But when the Senator talks about thrusts, 
let htm remember that he has stood upon this floor himself every day 
uttering denunciatory sentences against the republicans and against 
the Government of the United States. 

Mr. GORDON. I defy the Senator to find one solitary word in any 
utterance of mine against the Government of the United States or 
against any man in authority except the miserable people who are 
plundering mine. He has made the charge ; I ask him now to make 
it good or to withdraw it — one of the two. 

Mr. LOGAN. Ah well, the Senator need not commence talking to 
me about withdrawing. 

Mr. GORDON. Very well. 

Mr. LOGAN. I am not of that kind. 

Mr. GORDON. I want to ask the Senator 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ingalls in the chair.) The 
Senator from Georgia will suspend. Does the Senator from Illinois 
consent to be interrupted ? 

Mr. GORDON. If the Senator will allow me to explain, I only 
want to say to the Senator that I think, as he has made a very grave 
charge against myself, it is due to him and due to a brother Senator 
that he make that charge specific, so that I may have the opportunity 
of answering it. 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. GORDON. If he has done me the injustice, I say I think it is 
due to his character that, when he finds out he has done so, he with- 
draw the charge. 

Mr. LOGAN. I always do that wh^n I find out that I have done 
any one injustice. I said that the Senator had stood upon this floor 
time and again in denunciation of republicans and the republican 
party, and I repeat it. 

Mr. GORDON. The Senator said " the Government," also. 

Mr. LOGAN. When I said *' the Government " I meant the Admin- 
istration — those who administer the Government or its affairs. I do 
not mean the Government, but I mean the Administration, which 
others here have denominated the Government. That is what I mean. 

Mr. GORDON. WiU the Senator just be kind enough to show 
that? 
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Mr. LOGAN. Now the Senator will just be kind enongli to aay 
this : If he desires to answer anything I have said, he will have 
ample opportunity to do it, and I will treat him in the same spirit 
in which he treats other men. If he treats other men kindly, in a 
kindly spirit will I respond to him. If he treats other men in a de- 
nunciatory tone, I tell him that is a game two can play at. 

I was speaking in reference to those things that have occurred in 
Louisiana, and now I desire to come to the point that I intended to 
reach by these propositions. It is this : Taking all these statements 
in reference to these riots, in reference to the bloodshed, in reference 
to the murders at these different points, and the rebellion of the 14th 
September, 1§74, with arms in their hands, and considering the condi- 
tion of the Legislature at the time it assembled, I ask you if all these 
circumstances surrounding the governor of that State were not suffi- 
cient to put him on his guard and notify him that force might be used 
to overturn that government, and that for the purpose of repelling 
that force he might be necessitated to exercise and use force ? 

What are the facts, tlien ? Did the governor of Louisiana use force ? 
From what has been said in this Chamber and has ning through tlfo 
country like the peals from the distant bell, you would think that 
this Senate, the President, and the republican party had murdered a 
State and were murdering the liberties of the American people. What 
are the facts? I assert that Kellogg was justified in believing that 
force was going to be use to overturn the State government of Louisi- 
ana, and 1 go further. I state it to be a fact, that that Legislature 
when it met and organized under Wiltz Avas a revolutionary body in 
revolution against the laws of the State of Louisiana. 

Not one of the Senators here who have been talking about Louisi- 
ana and the outrages perpetrated there has referred to the law of 
the State in reference to the organization of the State Legislature. ^ 
In order that we may understand ourselves as we go along — it is well ' 
enough for us to keep track of things and see whether we are getting 
off the line or whether we are remaining on the line — I will now call 
the attention of the Senate of the United States to the law of the 
State of Louisiana in relation to the organization of the State Legis- 
lature, and then after that I will take up the facts of the organization 
of this Legislature and see whether they comport with the law on 
that subject. The law of that State, after providing for a returning 
board of so many officers who are to receive the polls, count the votes, 
and declare who are elected by the voters of the State or of the-dis- 
trict, declares that they shall then certify to the facts to the secre- 
tary of state. On that certificate to the secretary of state, he is to 
take such action in regard to the Legislature as I will read. Sec- 
tion 56 of the act in reference to regulating the conduct and free- 
xiom and purity of elections is as follows : 

Be it further enacted, t£c., That it shall be the duty of the secretary of state to 
transmitto the clerk of the house of representatives and the secretary of the senate of 
the last General Assembly a list of the names of such persons as, according to the 
returns, shall have been elected to either branch of the Greneral Assembly, and it 
shall be the duty of said clerk and secretary to place the names of the representa • 
tives and senators-elect, so furnished, upon the roll of the house and of the senate, 
respectively, and those representatives and senators whose names are so placod 
by the clerk and secretary respectively, in accordance with the foregoing pre- 
visions, and none other, shall be competent to organize the house of representatives 
or senate. 

Those who hold the certificate of the secretary of state trans- 
mitted to the clerk of the old house and none other shall be compe- 
tent to organize the State Legislature of the State of Louisiana. Now 
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I appeal to the learned Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bayard] who 
made a speech the other day, strong in its character and denunciatory 
in its tone of General Sheridan and other men, and I ask him what 
this law means when it says that the persons holding the certificate 
of the secretary of state and none other shall organize the Legislature 
of the State of Louisiana? I would like to know does that mean that 
other persons not holding the certificate should do it ? Certainly not. 
It excludes all men except those holding the certificate of the secretary 
of state. 

Well, sir, what are the facts? Let us now have the facts. I 
have the report of General Sheridan giving the facts of the organi- 
zation of that Legislature and I will ask that it be read. . I also have 
the report of a committee of five of that Legislature, organized for 
the purpose of making an official report to the Congress of the United 
States. I hold that in my hand hut I will not take time to read it. 
It corroborates in every word the statement of General Sheridan's 
report. I ask now for the reading of that rei)ort by the Clerk. 

The Chief Clerk road as follows : 

Hbadqitarters Militap.t Dmaiox of Missouri, 

New Orleans^ January 8. (Recoived throe a. m.) 
Hon. TV. TV. Belk\ai», 

Secretary of War, Washington D. O. : 

I have the honor to submit the following brief report of aflairs as they occurred 
here in the organization of the State Legislature on January 4, 1875. I was not in 
oommand of this military department until nine o'clock at night on the 4th instant, 
but I fully indorse and am willing to be held responsible for the acts of the military 
ras conservators of the public peace upon that day. 

During the few days I was in the city prior to the 4th of January the general topic 
of conversation was the scenes of bloodshed that were liable to occur on that day, 
and I repeatedly heard threats of assassinating the governor and regrets expressed 
that he was not killed on the 14th of September last; also threats of the assassina- 
tion of republican members of the house, in order to secure the election of a demo- 
cratic speaker. I also knew of the kidnaping by the banditti of Mr. Cousinier, one 
of the members-elect of the LogislatureJ 

lii order to preserve the peace and to make the State-house safe for the peaceable 
assembling of the Legislature, General Bmory, upon the requisition of the gov- 
ernor, stationed troops in the vicinity of the building. Owing to these precautions 
the Legislature assembled in the State-house ^ ithout any disturbance or the public 
peace. At twelve o'clock William Vigers; the clerk of the last house of represent- 
atives, proceeded to call the roll, as according to law he was empowered to do. 
■One hundred and two legally-returned members answered to their names; of thia 
number fifty-two were repuolicans, and fifty were democrats. 

Before entering the house Mr. L. A. Wiftz had been selected in caucus as the 
democratic nominee for speaker and Mr. Michael Hahn as the republican nominee. 
Vigers had not yet finished announcing the result, when one of tlie members, Mr. 
BiQican, of Lafourche, nominated Mr. L. Wiltz as temporary speaker. Vigers 
promptly declared the motion out of order at that time, when some one put the 

Suestion, and, amid the cheers of the democratic side of the house, Mr. VTiltz 
ashed on to the platform, pushed aside Mr. Vigors, seized the speaker's chair and 
gavel, and declared himself speaker. 

A protest against this arbitrary and unlawful proceeding was promptly made by 
the members of the majority, but Wiltz paid no attention to those protests, and, 
upon a motion from some one on the democratic side of the house, declared one 
Trezevant nominated and elected clerk of the house. Mr. Trezevant at once sprang 
forward and occupied the clerk's chair, amid the wildest confusi(m over the whole 
house. Wiltz then ao:ain, on another nomination from the democratic side of the 
house, declared one Floord elected sorgeant-at-arras, and ordered that a certain 
number of assistants be appointed. Instantly a large number of men throughout 
the hall, who had been admitted on various pretexts, such as reporters and mem- 
bers' friends and spectators, turned down the lapels of their coats, upon which 
were pinned blue-ribbon badges, on which were printed in gold letters the words, 
"assistant sergeant-at-arms, and the assembly was in the possession of the 
minority, and the White League of Louisiana had made good its threats of seizing 
the house, many of the assistant sergeant-at-arms being well knjwu as captains of 
White League companies in this city. 
Notwithstanding the suddenness of this movement, the leading republican mem,* 
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bora had not failed to protest again and again against this revolutionary action of 
the minority, but all to no purpose ; and many of the republicans n)8e and left the 
house in a Dody, together with the clerk, Mr. Vigers, who carried with him the 
original roll of the house as returned by the secretery of state. 

The excitement was now very great. The acting speaker directed the sergeant- 
at-arms to prevent the egress or ingress of members or others, and several exciting 
scuffles, in which knives and pistols were drawn, took place, and for a few moments 
it seemed tliat bloodshed would^nsue. At this .juncture Mr. Dupre, a democratic 
member from the parish of Orleans, moved that the military power of the General 
Govemmt nt be invoked to preserve the peace, and that a committee be appointed 
to wait upon General De Trobriand, the commanding officer of the United States 
troops stationed at the State-house, and request his assistance in clearing the lobby. 
The motion was adopted. A committee of five, of which Mr. Dupre was made 
chairman, was sent to wait upon General De Trobriand and soon returned with 
that officer, who was accomi)anied by two of his statf officers. 

As General Ife Trobriand walked down to the speaker's desk loud applause burgt 
fiom the democratic side of the house. General De Trobriand askeu the acting 
speaker if it was not possible for him to preserve order without ax)pealiug to him 
as a United States Army officer. Mr. "Wiltz said it was not, whereupon the general 
proceeded to the lobby, and addressing a few words to the crowd, peace was at once 
restored. On motion of Mr. Dupre, Mr. Wiltz then, in the name of the Gener^ 
Assembly of the State of Louisiana, thanked General De Trobriand for his inter- 
ference in behalf of law and order, and the general withdrew. 

The republicans had now generally withdi-awn from the hall, and united in sit- 
ing a petition to the governor stating their grievances and asking his aid, which 
petition, signed by tiity-two legally-returned members of the house, is in my pos- 
session. Immediately, subsequent to the action of Mr. Wiltz in ejecting the clerk 
of the old house, Mr. Billien moved that two gentlemen from the parish of De Soto, 
one from Winn, one from Bienville, and. one from Iberia, who had not been returned 
by the returning board, be sworn in as members ; and they were accordingly sworn 
in by !Mr. Wiltz, and took seats upon the floor as members of the house. A 
motion was now made that the house proceed with its permanent organization; and 
accordingly the roll was calhid by Mr. Trezevant, the acting clerk, and Wiltz was 
declared elected speaker and Trezevant clerk of the house. 

Acting onthe protest ma<le by the majoiity, the governor now requested the com- 
manding general of the department to aid him in rcstoiing order and enable the 
legally-returned members of the house to piocc^ed with its organization according 
to law. This request was reasonable and in accordance with law. Remembering 
vividly the tcridble massacre that took place in this city on the assembling of the 
constitutional convention in 18G6 at the Mechanics' Institute, and believing that 
the lives of the members of the Legislature were or would be endan*;ered in case 
an organization under tlie law was attempted, the posse was furnished^ with the re- 
quest that care should be taken that no member of the Legislature returned by 
tne retiuTiing board should be ^ect«d from the floor. 

This military posse performed its duty'under directions from the govem<ir of the 
State, and removed from the floor of the house those persons who had been ille- 
gally seated and who had no legal rights to be there, whereupon the democrats 
arose and left the house, and the remaining members proceeded to effect an organ- 
ization under the State laws. In aU this turmoil, in which bloodshed was immi- 
nent, the military posse behaved with great discretion. When Mr. Wiltz, the 
usurping speaker of the house, called for troops to prevent bloodshed, they were 
given him. When the governor of the State called for a posse for the same pur- 
pose and to enforce the law, it was furnished also. Had tnis not been done, it is 
my firm belief that scenes of bloodshed would have ensued. 

P. H. SHERIDAN", 

Lieutenant- GenercU. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, after having read the law which requires 
that none but persons certified to by the secretary of state as being 
members of the Legislature shall participate in that organization, I 
sent to the desk the official report of General Sheridan. That official 
report is corroborated by the report of a committee of five who have 
^awn up a memorial and sent it to Congress. It is not only corrob- 
orated by that, but is corroborated by the message of the President 
which has been read at the desk this morning. There, then, are 
the three official reports made to the Congress of the United States, 
showing what ? Showing that on the 4th of January a body of men 
assembled in New Orleans and by force organized one house of the 
Legislature of that State, including five men that the law said should 
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•not be included in the organization of the house. The Lieutenant- 
Oeneral of the Army says that he heard frequent threats. Threats of 
what? Threats of assassination. Of whom? Of members. For 
what purpose ? For the purpose of giving a majority of that house 
to the democratic party. It was first understood that there were fifty- 
three democrats elected and fifty-three republicans. They kidnaped 
one republican member, conveyed him away across the country, and 
held him there until the day after that organization had taken place, 
in order to give the democratic party a maj ority . And yet these kidnap- 
ers and murderers are not to be denounced in this Chamber ! They 
are the ' ^ gentlemen " of Louisiana, I presume. After kidnaping a mem- 
ber to give them a majority, they then inducted into office five men 
having no certificates whatever. What else ? In order to show the 
conspiracy on the part of these white-leaguers and traitors to their 
government, what do they do? They had some twenty-five men 
already selected and put in that chamber, with a badge under the 
lapel of their coats, and on it in gilt letters " assistant sergeant-at- 
arms." Without any election, without any appointment, they were 
there on the floor of that house — to do what? To aid in overturning 
that Legislature and in overturning the State government. 

What further? As soon as this revolutionary proceeding occurred 
by Mr. Wiltz seizing the gavel and taking the chair, by Mr. Treze- 
vant seizing the clerk's desk, and then declaring the house organ- 
ized to the exclusion of fifty-two republican members who were the 
majority in that hall at that time, only fifty democrats being pres- 
ent, confusion reigned in the hall, pistols and knives were drawn, 
^nd bloodshed was about to occur. What then took place ? These 
democrats, who now stand aghast and tremble at the use of the Army 
as though Banquo's ghost had made its appearance, passed a resolu- 
tion and appointed five of their number to wait on the Army and ask 
hem to go into that hall and preserve order that they might proceed 
with their deliberations. Who? They, the democrats; and when 
General De Trobriaud appeared in that hall the democrats cheered. 
Cheered what? The approach of the Army into a State Legislature — 
for what purpose ? To keep them in power. They cheered at that ; 
and is it not strange that they did hot cheer the second time that he 
appeared? It makes a diftcreuce whose ox is gored. When he ap- 
peared and produced quiet on the democratic side, they cheered. Not 
a word would have been heard on that side of this Chamber if Gen- 
eral De Trobriand had installed Mr. Wiltz and sworn him in, and 
the democratic party had gone on and turned Kellogg out. It would 
have been, as the Senator from Maryland said the other day, the rising 
of the spirit of liberty in the people and taking possession of their 
own rights. But the scene was changed very soon. 

Fifty-two republicans having certificates claimed the right to par- 
ticipate in the organization of that house. They were denied that 
right by this armed mob, by these armed servile tools of the White 
League, and robbers and murderers of that city who had been placed 
there for the purpose of awing honest men, awing men who were 
peaceably inclined. They did do it. What was the result ? The 
result was that Governor Kellogg then ordered General De Trobriand 
to do what ? I have the orders here, and I will read them : 

State of Louisiana, Executive Department, 

New Orleans, January 4. 
General Db Trobriand, Commanding: 

An illep^al assembly of men having taken possession of the haU of the house of 
representatives, and the police not being able to dislodge them, I respectfully request 
that you will immediately clear the hall and State-house of all persons not returned 
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as legal members of the house of representatives by the returning board of the 
State. 

"WTkf. P. KELLOGG, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 



Executive Department, 

Xcw Orleans, January 4. 
General De Tbobriasd: 

The clerk of the house, who has in his possession the roll issued by the secretary 
•of state of legal members of the house of representatives, will point out to you 
those persons now in the hall of the house of representatives re turned by the legal 
returning board of the State. 

WiL P. KELLOGG, 
Governor of the State. 

It will be seen by these official comimiiiications that Governor 
Kellogg took no action whatever until that Legislature had been at- 
tempted to be organized by a mob, until the elected members had 
been excluded from their right to x^articii)ato in that organization. 
What then was left for him to do ? He could not with his police 
force keep order. What then was he required to do ? As governor of 
that State, in my judgment, it was his duty to resort to all the means 
in his power to restore order to tliat State and preserve the peace. 
He then ordered the military. They need not have obeyed him, but 
they did obey him. AVliat was his order f To clear tlie chamber, not 
of members elected, but of the disturbing element, the persons not 
elected, those who were disturbing the peace and quiet of the organ- 
ization. What did they do f They went there and did remove the 
men not elected, and left the men on both sides, democrats and re- 
publicans, who had certificates of election, there to organize the Legis- 
lature. The democrats withdrew and tlie republicans organized. 
These are the facts. No elected member was ejected ; no officer 
rightfully in possession of authority in tliat house Avas removed or 
ejected or overawed in any way whatever. No blood was shed. It 
was done in a quiet and orderly manner. And for this has Grant, has 
Sheridan, has the republican party been denounced from one end of 
this land to the other by clamorous democrats and their allies ! 

In the first place we see that Governor Kellogg issued this 'order. 
Sheridan had nothing to do with it; Grant had nothing to do with 
it ; the Senate had nothing to do with it ; but Kellogg must take the 
responsibility of issuing the order and the troops take the responsi- 
bility of obeying the order. There is the responsibility, and there is 
the whole of it. Your denunciation of President Grant for using the 
Army in a legislative body goes for naught, for he knew no more about 
it than you did until he saw it announced in the public prints. 

He is denounced in this Chamber as a usurper, as a tyrant, as an 
oppressor of the South, in regard to a matter that he knew no more 
about than you did yourselves. But you could not wait until the infor- 
mation came ; you could not wait until you could hear the truth ; you 
could not wait to see the facts; you could not wait for the country to 
hear the facts ; you must present a false statement before the country 
to have a clamor raised before the truth could come, all for political 
purposes and for nothing else. 

Now, sir, without justifying or excusing in any way whatever the 
action of Governor Kellogg, I say it is his action. He is responsible 
for it. But I should like to put a few cases to the democracy here, 
and before I am through I will show that you have indorsed usurpa- 
tions ten times as strong as this you accuse the military of at New 
Orleans, and I will show it from the records, not to be disputed. 

I ask you what was Kellogg to do with all these things conspir- 
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ing together to convince him that a revolution was imminent, to 
convince him that rebellion was rife there in his own State, that 
his authority would be ignored, that treason would be perpetrated 
against the State? I ask you what was left for him to do ? Must he 
quietly submit, must he allow an unauthorized mob, without law or 
authority, to organize itself in defiance of law, and when organized to 
carry out the treasonable plot against the Government ? And what 
was that ? As detailed by a man who was in the conspiracy himself 
to a member of the House of Representatives, a man once elected or 
pretended to be to the Senate of the United States, the conspiracy 
was, if that Legislature were organized with Wiltz at its head, to 
seize the organization, and then with scaling-ladders, if necessary, to 
take possession of the senate chamber, inaugurate the McEnery sen- 
ate which had been out for two years, and then put Kellogg out and 
install McEnery, and appeal to the democratic party to sustain them . 
in their revolution. That was the conspiracy. These are the facts that 
will be established — a conspiracy against the government, with an 
understanding that they would be sustained by the democratic party 
all over the country, and that then Grant could not possibly under- 
take to put down or change that government after^it was once estab- 
lished. 

Let rae say here to-day that this raid which has been made in the 
Senate Chamber, and by the New York press, by the New York meet- 
ing before the facts have been placed before the country, bears wit- 
ness to the fact that there must have been some kind of understand- 
ing with somebody that revolution was to be produced in this coun- 
try for the purpose of overturning the Louisiana State government. 
I do not say that men in this Chamber understood it. I say no such 
thing ; but men somewhere understood it. There seems to be a kind 
of spontaneous outburst all over the country on one side against usur- 
pation, based on falsehood carried with the wings of lightning all over 
this land, when truth refutes every word that has been stated in this 
Chamber and elsewhere in reference to the organization of that Legis- 
lature. 

But, sir, I propose to go a little further in my notions than some of 
my political friends. I believe when a State government is'about to 
be overturned that the State authorities have a right to call to their 
aid that necessary force whicli will protect them in their legal author- 
ity. I believe the Government of the United States, as a govern- 
ment, has a right to call to its support that necessary force which 
will subdue insurrection, put down rebellion, and punish treason. I 
believe that no government can exist unless it has that power, and 
unless it will at times exercise that power. Why do I believe this?. 
The life of the citizen is the life of the State ; the death of its citi- 
zens is the death of the State j and war upon its citizens is a war upon 
the State. There is a God-^iven right inherent in every man to use 
such means as may be within his power of employment to protect his 
own life and his own body from harm. It is a well-known principle 
in law that if a man menaces me in a threatening manner, with such 
deadly implements as are calculated to make me believe that he in^ 
tends to perpetrate bodily harm upon my person or cause death, I 
have a right to take his life. 

Every citizen has that inherent right in him. The State is made up* 
of an aggregation of citizens. Each citizen that becomes a part of 
that aggregate body takes with him that inherent right. When, then, 
we are aggregated together as citizens of a State, we as a govern- 
ment or a State have that inherent right, whether expressed on our 
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statute-books or not, of self-preservation. That inherent right of 
self-preservation gives to us the right to exercise such power as may 
be within our command to preserve the life of the State as well as to 
preserve the life of its citizens. Then, sir, when a State is threat^ened, 
when a nation is threatened with revolution, with treason, when its 
life is threatened, that inherent right that comes from above and not 
from statute, belongs to it to employ such means as will preserve the 
life and authority of that State. 

If to-day the democratic party were in power in this Senate Cham- 
ber, and you, sir, without authority of law were to seize that gavel 
and demand obedience to your authority, and the republican minority 
(if they were in the minority) should have around them here all this 
vast number of men with ribbons on their coats and on them printed 
"Assistant sergeant-at-arms ," in order to help enforce your decrees, 
and we should thereby overturn the rightful power in this Senate 
Chamber, I ask my democratic friends what would be their course ? 
They talk about chivalry, they talk about rights, they talk about 
liberty. Would they acquiesce peaceably and calmly or would they 
resort to force ? Would they not appeal to the President of the 
United States, and if the President by his own proclamation could 
not subdue the resistance, Avhat would be the resort ? Suppose the 
galleries here were hissing ; suppose the galleries were shouting ; sup- 
pose they were drawing pistols, knives, and bludgeons for the purpose 
of enforcing the decrees of the minority ; what then would be your 
<;ourse? There is not a man in the Chamber, be he democrat or 
republican, but would answer, "We would appeal to the armed forces 
of the country to sustain the majesty of the Senate under the law." 
And yet you talk about tyranny and oppression ! 

Now, I will give you another illustration. On the assembling of the 
next House of Representatives you have a democratic majority. 
The law of Congress is precisely the same as the law of Louisiana ; 
or, in other words, the law of Louisiana is copied almost verbatim 
from the act of Congress ; and what is that ? That the Clerk of the 
pld House of Representatives shall place the names of those mem- 
bers on the roll who have certificates from the governors of their 
States of their election. Now, suppose that Clerk, being a republi- 
can, instead of placing on the roll the names of men having certifi- 
cates of the governors, so as to give a democratic majority, should 
place a republican majority on that roll and exclude those having 
certificates, and in that way organize a republican House of Repre- 
sentatives ; what would you democrats say then ? Would you say ** We 
will quietly submit ; we must yield ; they have captured the organiza- 
tion." Is that the way you would talk? No, sir; every democrat in this 
Chamber would rush to the other House ; every democrat in this city 
would rush to that House. You would appeal to force ; you would 
ask the Army, the Navy, all the power of this Government to restore 
order and place your party in power where they were entitled to be 
. according to the'certificates of the governors of the different States. 
Do you not know you would do it ? Does not every man know you 
would? And yet you are talking about tyranny and oppression! 

I should like to give my democratic friends a little taste of democ- 
racy on military usurpation, and I will do it right here. It is very 
well for us sometimes to look at our own record. It is well for us 
republicans, when we are talking sometimes and denouncing demo- 
crats, to examine our own record. Now let us examine the demo- 
cratic record of this country as to military usurpation, and see what 
it will prove. I will commence a good way back and see who is con- 
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sistent and who is not. I will commence with one of the leading 
democrats who has lived in this country, Andrew Jackson. Speaking 
of the battle of New Orleans, when tne forces were under the com- 
mand of General Jackson, we find this statement of facts recorded : 

General Jackson was involved in much trouble b;^ the conduct of many ciyllians 
during the campaign, who forgot that a dictatorship alone could save the State, 
which the enemy, had they been victorious, would probably have retained, in spite 
of the treaty of Ghent, on the ground that the treaty of 1803, by which France had 
ceded Louisiana to us, was void and of no effect, because she nad no claim to the 
territory she had sold. A Frenchman, M. Loniallier, a member of the Legislature 
of Louisiana, was conspicuous among the senoral's enemies, and him the general 
had arrested on March 5. Judge Hall, of the United States district coui-t, granted 
Louiallier's petition for a writ of fiaheeu corptis, and was himself arrested and im- 
prisoned and then banished from the city. On March 13 martial law was abro- 
gated by Jackson's order, and Hall returned. General Jackson was then ajrested 
on a charge of contempt of court and fined $1,000. He refused the offers that were 
made from all sides to pay the fine, and paid it himself, protecting the court, which 
could not have stood a moment against iiis opposition. After his retirement from 

?ublic life some of his friends requested Congress to refund the amount of the fine, 
"his petition was successful after encountering considerable opxwsition ; and the 
bill refunding the money, principal and interest, was passed in February, 1844. — New 
.American Cyclopedia, volume 9, page 683. 

Over sixty years ago General Jackson arrested a member of the 
Louisiana Legislature right in the city of New Orleans about which 
this controversy is to-day; he put the judge of the United States 
court in jail and banished him fi*om the city and declared martial 
law, for which he was lined $1,000. That same General Jackson— 
that same usurper as you would call him now since your patriotism 
is bubbling out at every pore— yon elected President of the United 
States in a very few years after he had performed this outrageous 
act. You democrats did that. This deed was done after the British 
were gone, after they had retired. A member of the Legislature was 
arrested and taken out of the body, and the judge of the United 
States court put in jail by the man whom you elected President of 
the United States; and for no act was he more eulogized after- 
ward by the democracy than for this very act of his. Without say- 
ing whether it was right or wrong, I merely give you the fact to 
show you what you are to-day and what you were yesterday. 

Now, I want to go alittle further. I want to show you how patri- 
otic and devoted to the Constitution of the United States our pure 
democratic friends have always been. There occiuTed a little cir- 
cumstance in 1854 that probably is worth relating, and I will quote 
from the history of the country in reference to it. There was a slave, 
a runaway slave, by the name of Burns, found in Boston, Massachu- 
setts, in May, 1854. Franklin Pierce, the democratic President of the 
United States, did what ? Themarines from the navy-yard, the soldiers 
from Fort Independence, and the militia of Boston, under the order of 
a democratic President of the United States, entered the city of Bos-, 
ton and arrested this fugitive slave. When slavery was your plank in 
politics you could take the troops to enter the city of Boston and 
arrest a slave and return him to the State of Virginia, on a Govern- 
ment vessel, put him in manacles and shackles, and keep him a bond- 
man by the force of the Army and the Navy ; but when the Army is 
used to protect liberty and enforce law you howl as though a set 
of tyrants were setting fire to your houses 1 This, Mr. President, was 
democracy in 1854. It is well enough to use the Army and Navy to 
enslave men ; but when you use the Army to enforce law, when you 
use the Army to protect the liberty of citizens in a State, it is an out- 
rage, and tyranny, and oppression unheard of in a civilized country. 

Now, sir, let us follow this a little further. I am not done with 
our democratic military records yet. There is another little instance 
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where the majority of the democrats, when these things were taking 
place, joined in sustaining the use of the Army there ; but while the 
democrats were sustaining President Pierce, you remember there was 
a little trouble over in Kansas. In 1856, in the Territory of Kansas, at 
the town of Topeka, a free State Legislature assembled. President 
Pierce then issued a i)roclamation that I will send to the Clerk and 
ask to be read. 

BY THE niESIDEXT OF TUE UNITED STATE3 OF AMEllICA. 

A proclamation. 

"Whereas indications exist that public trannnillity and the supremacy of law in 
the Territory of Kansas are endangered by the reprehensible acts or purposes of 
persons both within and with out the same, who propose to direct and control it 
political organization by force ; it appearing that combinations have been formed 
therein to resist the execution of the territorial laws, and thus, in effect, subvert 
by violence all i)re8ent constitutional and legal authority; it also appearing that per- 
sons residing without the Tertitory, but near its borders, contemplate armed inter- 
vention in the affairs thereof ; it also appearing that other persons, inhabitants of 
remote States, are collecting money, enga^ng men, and providing arms for the 
same purpose ,- and it further apijearing tnat combinations within the Territory 
are endeavoring by the agency ot emissaries and otherwise to induce individual 
States of the Union to intervene in the affairs thereof, in violation of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States ; and whereas all such plans for the determination of, 
the future institutions of the Territory, if carried into action from within the same 
will constitute the fact of insurrection, and if from without, that of invasive aggres- 
sion and will in either case justify and require the forcible interposition of the 
whole power of the Greneral Government as well to maintain the laws^of the Ter- 
ritory as those of the Union : 

Now, therefore, I, Franklin Pierce, President of the United States, do issue this 
my proclamation to command all persons engaged in unlawful combinations against 
the constituted authority of the Territory oi Kansas or of the United States, to 
disperse and retire peaceably to their respective abodes ; and to warn all such per- 
sons that any attempted insurrection in said Territory, or aggressive intrusion 
into the same, will be resisted not only by the employment of the local mil- 
itia, but also by that of any available forces of the United States, to the end of 
assuring immunity from violence and full protection to the persons, property, and 
civil rignts of all peaceful and law-abiding inhabitants of the Territory. 

If in any part of the Union the fury of faction or fanaticism, inflamed into dis- 
regard of tbie great principles of popular sovereignty which, under the Constitu- 
tion, are fundamental in the whole structure of our institutions, is to bring on 
the country the dire calamity of an arbitrament of arms in that Tenitory, it siiall 
be between lawless violence on the one side and conservative force on the other 
wielded by legal authority of the General Government. 

I call on the citizens both of adjoining and distant States to abstain from nnau* 
thoiized intermeddhng in the local concerns of the Tenitory, admonishing them that 
its organic law is to be executed with impartial justice ; that all indiviaual acts of 
illegal interference will incur condign uunishment ; and that any endeavor to in- 
tervene by organized force will be firmly withstood. 

I invoke all good citizens to promote order by rendering obedience to the law 
to seek remedy for temporary evils by peaceful means ; to discountenance and 
repulse the counsels and the instigations of agitators and of disorganizers ; and to; 
testify their attachment to their country, their pride in its greatness, their appre- 
ciation of the blessings they ei^joy, and their determination that repubUcan insti- 
tutions shall not fail in their hands, by co-operating to uphold the majesty of the 
taws and to vindicate the sanctity of the Constitution. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed to these presents. 

Done at the city of Washington, the 11th day of Febniary, in the year of oui 
[L. 8.] Lord 1856, and of the Independence of tile United States the eightieth. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

By the President : 

W. L. Mabcy, Secretary of State. 

Mr. LOGAN. I ask the Secretary now to read the order of Jeffer- 
«on Davis, the then Secretary of War, to the forces in Kansas. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows ; 

"Washington, February 15, 1856. 

SiB: The President has by proclamation warned all persons combined for in- 
«nrreiction or invasive aggrosuon against the organized government of the Terri- 
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tory of Kansas, or associate to resist the duo execution of the laws therein, to ab- 
"Stain from such revolutionary and lawless proceedings ; and has commanded them 
to disperse and return peaceably to their respective abodes on pain of being resisted 
by his whote constitutional power. If, therefore, the Grovemor of the Territory, 
finding the ordinary course of judicial proceedings and the powers vested in 
TJnitea States marshals inadequate for the suppression of insurrectionary combi- 
nations or armed resistance to the execution of the law, should make requisition 
upon you to furnish a militarv force to aid him in the performance of that official 
duty, you are hereby directea to employ for that purpose such part of your com- 
mand as maj in your judgment consistently be detached from their ordinary duty. 

In executing this delicate function of toe military force of the United States, 
you will exercise much caution, to avoid, if possible, collision with even insurgent 
citizens, and will endeavor to suppress resistance of the laws and constituted author - 
ities by that moral force which happily, in our country, is ordinarily sufficient to 
secure respect to the laws of the land and the regularly-constituted authority of 
the Government. You will use a sound discretion as to the moment at which the 
further employment of the military force may be discontinued, and avail yourself 
of the first opportunity to return with your command to the more grateful and 
prouder service of the soldier — that of the common defense. 

For your guidance in the pi-emises you are referred to the acts of 28th of Feb- 
ruary, 1795, and 3d of March. 1807, and to the proclamation of tbe President, a copy 
of which is herewith transmitted. 

Should you need further or more specific instructions, or should in the progress 
of events doubts arise in your mind as to the course which it may be proper for you 
to pursue, you will communicate directly with this Department, stating the points 
upon which you wish to be informed. 

Very respoctlullv, your obedient servant, 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 

Official copy. , 

E. D. TOWNSENT), 

Adjutant-Oeneral. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, it will be seen that at tliis time, in 
February, 1856, after President Pierce had issued a proclamation for 
the disorderly persons in the State of Kansas to disperse, Jefferson 
Davis, the then Secretary of War, issued an order to the troops in 
Kansas, putting them under command of the governor of that Ter- 
ritoiy, to be summoned at his call for the purposes he might require. 
What followed ? Let me read : 

Governor Shannon had loft the Territory, and Secretary "Woodson was acting 
governor. The latter went to Topeka, and there issued a proclamation, forbidding 
all persons claiming legislative power under tbe Topeka constitution from organ- 
izing. Colonel Sumner, acting under orders from Washington, entered the house 
of representatives. The roll was called by the clerk, and this officer remarked 
that he was about to perform the most disa^eeable duty of his life, and that was, 
the dispersion of the liegislaturo. He said nis orders were to disperse it ; and, in 
answer to Judge Schuyler, he said he should employ all the force necessary to carry 
his orders into effect. He then entered the senate chamber, and in like manner 
dispersed that body.— TTiZ^on'* Rise and Fall of the Slave Power in America, page 500. 

There is a case for you. In 1856, under the orders of the Secretary 
of War, Jeff. Davis, acting under the authority of the President 
of the United States, your troops entered the Legislature of an in- 
choate State, and dispersed one house and then the other. The facts, 
outside of what I have read, are that Colonel Sumner, afterwards 
General Sumner, who was killed in battle, trained his artillery on the 
State-house, stationed his troops at the door, and notified the Legisla- 
ture that he would use all the force in his power if they did not dis- 
perse. They did disperse. That was indorsed by the majority of the 
democratic party all over this country; but that same democratic 
party who indorsed that invasion of a Legislature and that dispersion 
of a Legislature to-day denounce the republican party of the United 
States— for what? Merely because Kellogg, without the orders of 
the President, without the orders of the general, put out men who 
were not members of the Legislature, in order to organize men who 
were members of the Legislature, in accordance with the laws of the 
State of Louisiana. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. And that at the request of a majority of the 
Legislature. 

Mr. LOGAN. Yes, sir. He did not do that until fifty-two men, a 
majority of that house of the Legislature, had signed a petition to 
him, asking him to use the necessary force to put them in their posi- 
tion and to put the mob out. 

Mr. SCHURZ. May I ask the Senator a question I 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. SCHURZ. Does he remember the number of the members of 
the house of representatives in Louisiana I 

Mr., LOGAN. I think the number was one hundred and eleven 
allowed bylaw, but the number present was fifty democrats and fifty- 
two republicans. 

Mr. SCHURZ. In that case fifty-two were not a majority of the 
members elected. * 

Mr. LOGAN. I will state now, that the Senator may understand 
me, there were fifty-two members on the republican side and fifty 
members on the democratic side who met in that hall that morning. 
The fifty democrats took possession of the hall with the mob that 
assisted them, but the fifty-two republicans, being a majority of 
those members present, went in a body and petitioned the governor 
of the State to exercise his power to put them in that hall. Is that 
not the fact, I ask the Senator ? 

Mr. SCHURZ. Is it not also the fact 

Mr. EDMUNDS. First find out whether that is the fact. [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr. SCHURZ. Is it not also the fact that when the vote on 
speaker was taken fifty-seven votes were cast, one in blank, and that 
therefore republicans took part in the proceedings so far ? 

Mr. LOGAN. Is that the Senator's answer to my question ? 

Mr. SCHURZ. To what question, if the Senator pleases ? 

Mri LOGAN. I ask the Senator if it was not the fact that the rec- 
ords show there were fifty democrats and fifty-two republicans who 
met in that hall that morning f 

Mr. SCHURZ. The record, as far as I understand it, shows that 
fifty- two republicans went out; but as to the fifty democrats I do not 
know. 

Mr. LOGAN. Well, it is not necessary to have any controversy 
about these things. I have failed since this discussion has com- 
menced to get the truth out of a solitary man in answer to a question 
of plain fact that the record presents to the country. Now, it is a 
fact, and the Senator does know it, that one hundered and two men 
responded to that roll, fifty democrats and fifty-two republicans, for 
that has been the record all the time, and the Senator cannot help 
but know it. But the facts are things that are not wanted here. 
They petitioned the governor to put the mob out and let the Legisla- 
ture organize, and that is \^hat he did, and all that he did, and for 
that Grant is denounced, and Grant knew no more about it than the 
Senator from Missouri. For that Sheridan is denounced and he had 
nothing to do with it. For that the republican party is denounced 
which had no knowledge of it. For that everybody in the republi- 
can party generally is denounced as not fit to control or participate 
in the affair^ of this Government. 

Sir, it is sometimes a very good thing for us to continue referring 
to our own record. I have another piece of history here that prob- 
ably will be of some information to our well-informed democrats who 
have been talking so loudly about military usurpation. I have shown 
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you that they elected one President — they elected him twice — who 
' w^ one of these military usurpers. Let me read a little history 
about another military usurper, and for the benefit of my friend 
horn Maryland, [Mr. Hamilton.]' I wish he was here. He forgot 
this the other day, although he is a Senator from that State. Here 
is a little order that I hold in my hand dated, ^' Heada aarters of the 
Anny of the Potomac, Washington, September 12, 1861," addressed 
to General Banks, a conservative independent member of the next 
House of Congress: 

General : After fall oonsaltation with the President, Secretaries of State, "War, 
&,o., it has been decided to effect the operation proposed for the 17th. Arrange- 
ments have been made to have a Government steamer at Annapolis to receive we 
prisoners and carry them to their destination. 

Some four or five of the chief men in the affair are to be arrested to-day. Whea 
they meet on the 17th, yon will ploase have everything prepared to arrest thd 
whole party, and be sure that none escape. 

It is understood that yon arranged with General Dix and Governor Seward the 
modtts operandi. It has been inlunated to me that tiie meeting might take place 
on the 14th ; please be prepared. I would be glad to have you advise me frequently 
of your arrangements in regard to this very miportant matter. 

If it is successfully carried out, it will go far toward breaking the back-bone of 
the rebellion. It would probably be well to have a special train quietly prepared 
to take prisoners to Annapolis, 

I leave this exceedingly important affair to your tact and discretion, and have 
but one thing to impress upon you, the absolute necessity of secrecv and success. 
With uie highest regard, I am, my dear general, your sincere mend, 

GEORGfE B. MCCLELLAN, 
Major-General^ TTnited States Army. 

Now, what was this order for ? To arrest the Maryland Le^slature. 

Mr. CONKLING. And Maryland had not been declared in insur- 
rection. 

Mr. LOGAN. And Maryland had not been declared in secession. 
General Banks issued his instructions, which I will read, to Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Ruger, commanding the Third Wisconsin Regiment : 

Sib : The Legislature of Maryland is appointed to meet in special session to-mor- 
row, Tuesday, September 16. It is not impossible that the members, or a portion 
of them, may be deterred from meeting there on account of certain arrests recently 
made in Baltimore. It is also quite possible that on the first day of meeting the 
attendance may be small. Of the facts as to this matter I shallsee that you are 
well informed as they transpire. It becomes necessary that any meeting of this 
Legislature at any place or time shall be prevented. 

You will hold yourself and your command in readiness to arrest the members of 
both houses. A list of such as you are to detain will be inclosed to you herewith, 
among whom are to be especially included the presiding officers of the two houses, 
secremries, clerks, and all subordinate officials. Let the arrests be certain, and 
allow no chance of failure. The arrests should be made while they are in session, 
I think. 

There is the order. The arrest shall be made while they are in 
session. 

Ton will, upon the receipt of this, quietly examine the premises. I am informed 
that escape will be impossible, if the entrance to the building be held by you. Of 
that you will judge upon examination. If no session is to be held, you will arrest 
such members as can be found in Frederick. The process of arrest should be to 
enter both houses at the same time, announcing that they were arrested by orders 
of the Government ; command them to remain as they are, subject to your orders. 

Any resistance will be forcibly suppressed, whatever the consequences. Upon 
these arrests bein;^ effected, the members that are to be detained will be placed on 
board a special train for Annapolis, where a steamer will await them. 

There is the order of General George B. McClellan, a democrat ' 
there is the instruction of General Bauks, an independent member of 
the next Congress ; and there is the arrest of the Maryland Legisla- 
ture by the order of the general commanding, and you ran him for 
President the first chance you got afterward. And yet you are vio- 
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lently opposed to these arrests! How strange it is that all of these 
arrests^ all of these usurpations, all of these outrages heretofore in 
this country have been committed by democrats and men who have 
been sustained by democrats, and yet to-day the mere authorizing of 
men to perform their duty under the law by an officer of the Army 
has caused one of the greatest commotions that ever was known in 
the democrat tea-pot in this country! 

Mr. President, when I heard the clamor of these gentlemen here 
a few days ago, I commenced reflecting whether these democrats had 
ever done any wrong in their lives. I commenced studying, and 
asked myself, "Is it possible that the republican party have been 
such violators of law, such criminals as they have been accused of 
being, and that the democratic party have been pure all their lives 
without taint or blemish V^ You would think to hear them talk iu 
this Chamber that they were saints come down from heaven to 
minister here among men. Yet we find they are not saints. Yet we 
find, by examining history somewhat, that they have not been so 
saintly and pure all the days of their lives as they would make the 
people believe if the people would believe them. I should like merely 
to say this in their presence : While you have denounced Phil. Sheridan 
almost as a barbarian, as cruel, and inhuman, I would like merely to 
suggest to you that sometimes history does repeat itself. One man- 
was made President for making New Orleans behave itself, and it 
might make a second. 

Next, let me for a moment call the attention of the Senate and of 
the country to what is going on about us to-day. Our people seem 
to be alarmed — at what ? Not at the action of President Grant, for 
he has taken no action ; but the country is made to believe that he 
has perpetrated a great wrong ; not that any great wrong has been 
done, but the mere pretense of a wrong for purposes of some kind or 
other — ^I know not what they are — which are covered up. Let me 
ask my democratic friends what they mean by such resolutions aa 
these which I send to the clerk^s desk and ask to have read ? 

The Chief Clerk reak as follows : 

THE VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE ON THE LOUISIANA AFFAIR. 

Richmond, Virginia, January 9. 
The following resolntions were introdaced in the senate: 

*^Be8oloed by the General Asaernhly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, That the 
goveniors of tne States composing tne United States of America be, and they are 
Hereby, earnestly requested to convene as soon as practicable the' Legislatures of 
their respective States, in order that the States may consult together and advise 
with each other respecting the late interference of the Army of the United States 
with the Legislature of the State of Louisiana, and determine simultaneously and 
promptly what is necessary to be done to defend and preserve the independence 
and autonomy of the States. 

" Resolved, That the governor of 'this Commonwealth be, and he is hereby, re- 
quested forthwith to telegraph these resolutions to the governors of the several 
States and request immediate replies." 

Animated and prolonged discussion ensued, in which a spirit of moderation pre- 
dominated, leading senators opposing Yirginia taking the initiatory movement as 
a State in this grave matter. It was the general opmion, however, that Yirginia 
should give expression of sentiment through her Legislature in the form of a 
protest against the action of the General Grovemment in relation to Louisiana, and 
an appeal to the American people for redress, and also to express the deep and last- 
ing sympathy of the i)eople of Virginia with the people of their sister State of 
Louisiana. At the conclusion of the discussion the whole matter was laid over and 
made the special order for Tuesday, at one o'clock. 

Mr. LOGAN. Here we have old Virginia resolving that all the gov- 
ernors of the different Stat-es shall meet together for consultation — on 
what ? On the outrage perpetrated by the Army of the United States. 
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on the Louisiana Legislature ! Which outrage ? The one that was 
perpetrated by the democrats calling in the military, or the one that 
was perpetrated by the republicans calling in the military? The one 
by the republicans, as a matter of course. The other could not be an 
outrage, because our democratic friends did it. It is only that which 
we do that is an outrage. I ask what does this mean f What are 
the governors to meet for ? Suppose they conclude that it is an out- 
rage, what do they propose to do? To secede? Is that the object ? 
To go into another rebellion ? Is that the proposition ? What else 
do they propose? Sir, I remember well when the same kind of thing 
started in the South a few years ago. Resolutions were introduced 
in Southern State Legislatures calling the Southern States into con- 
sultation ; and what was the result of that consultation ? The result 
was rebellion and bloody war against this Gk)vemment. What do all 
these things that now surround us prove to us ? Is it for peace they 
want these governors to meet ? Is it to suppress unlawfulness that 
they want them to meet? Is it to suppress Ku-Klux and White 
Leagues ? If so, we are trying to do that without the governors meet- 
ing. Or is it for the othe» purpose? Is it to organize themselves to- 
gether to resist the National Government of the United States, and to 
stand by Penn and his rebellion against the government of the State 
of Louisiana? Sir, methinks the latter is the purpose ; that it is to 
stand by the insurgents in the State of Louisiana, that thereby a new ■ 
rebellion may be organized against this Government. We have been 
told already that the northern people were tired of this thing. We 
have been told already that the northern people have grown surfeited 
in reference to this cry and in reference to the administration of 
these governments. We have been told already that the North was 
yielding to their clamor and would stand by them. In my judg- 
ment the very moment that is proven to the people of this country, 
there are men, and plenty of them, too, in the Southern States ready, 
and armed and equipped, to rise in revolt against this Government and 
seize it and destroy it, as was attempted once before ; and this is but 
the mere outcropping of it in the old State of Virginia in her reso- 
lutions. 

Ah I but we have been reminded on this floor of the past patriotism 
of Virginia. We have been told in eloquent strains that Virginia had 
furnished us a Washington, a Patrick Henry, and a Jefferson. True, 
but that was a long time ago ; the second brood furnished us by Vir- 
ginia did not equal the first. 

I have no hate for these southern people. I would meet them to-day 
with an affectionate grip of the hand if they would only yield a wil- 
ling obedience to the laws of the country. But until they do that, 
I tell them that while the northern people may be beguiled into 
voting their ticket and may possibly be annoyed until they will let 
them for a temporary purpose have control of this Government, they 
must not flatter themselves that they can usurp the powers of this 
Government and trample under foot the rights of the people, either 
white or black, for a much longer time, without arousing such a feel- 
ing of the northern mind and in the northern heart as will exercise 
that power silently which belongs to numbers at the ballot-box; and 
it is the only way they propose to exercise their power or control, and 
it is the only way that they ever attempted to do so. 

Mr. SARGENT. Will the Senator allow me to cite a section of the 
Constitution showing that the action proposed by the Legislature of 
Virginia is directly opposed to that instrument and is unconstitu- 
tional ? 
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Mr. LOGAN. Certainly. 

Ms. SABQENT. It is a clause of section 10, article 1 : 

So State shall, wlthont the oonaent of Conffreea, lay any duty of tonnage, keep 
troops or aMps oi W9x in time of peace, enter into ai^ agreement, or oompaot witn 
aootiier State or with a foreign power, or engage in war, unleea aptoaJl^y invaded, 
or in such imminent danger aa will not admit ozdelay . 

Mr. DAYIB. One moment. I understand that Vir^uia. passed no 
snch resolution. It was introduced by some member, dented, and 
laid over. 

Mr. SAB6ENT. I simply said that the action referred to, which 
wa» proposed in the Legislature of Yirginiai was in violation of the 
Constitution. 

Mr. LQGAX. My friend from California reads the Constitution to 
show that that action would be in violation of it. That is a matter 
that we all understand. But at the same time that we know that, 
that would not interfere materially with Virginia, whether it was 
unconstitutional or not. [Laughter.] 

After discussing all these propositions and probably at more length 
than I should have done, I have not yet do^e the subject justice, nor 
can I. It does not belong to my feeble powers to do justice to this 
question, to this outrage that has been perpetrated upon the people 
of this country by falsifying the facts with reference to the conduct 
of these people within the State of Louisiana. 

Some remarks have been made upon tiiis floor peculiar in their 
strength and strained) I must say, in the manner of their utterance. 
Our amiable frigid &om Delaware, [Mr. Batard,] who seldom so far 
forgets himself as to use harsh language toward any one, in his calm 
find deliberate speech the other day made use of language that I must 
say aroused somewhat in me a feeling different from that which I 
desire to have in reference to that Senator, for I have always had 
great respect for him. He said, in speaking of General Sheridan's dis- 
patch, *^ Let us see if that man Sheridan is lit to breathe the free air of 
a republic/' He then said his acts were those of cruelty and dis- 

graceful to the American nation. If Sheridan is not fit to breathe the 
ee air of the Republic, I appeal to heaven to name the man in this 
land who is. If Sheridan, after having done as much perhaps as almost 
any man beneath the shining sun to preserve this Republic, is not fit 
to breathe its free air, tell me the name of that living man who is I 
What are we to infer from such language as this ? If a man is not 
fit to breathe the free air of a republic, he is not fit to hold office under 
it. If his acts are disgraceful to this country, he is unfit to wear the 
badge of official position. All this being the case in the estimation of 
the Senator from Delaware, we have plainly depicted on the canvas 
that is no w mo vin^ before us that which will be done when they succeed 
to power. What is it f When the democrats shall have control with 
their allies, what shall we expect ? Sheridan is not fit to breath, the 
free air of a republic ; he is a disgrace to the nation ; he must go out. 
Sherman, too, indorsing Sheridan, must go out. Grant must pass away. 
All the men that helped save the Republic are now a disgrace to the 
Republic. They must bow themselves out, and you must bow your- 
selves in. Who bow in ? Your Earlys, your Da vises, and others of like 
ilk, your men that tried to destroy the Government by thundering at 
its gates for four years, trampling the Constitution and laws under 
foot, violating their oaths as citizens, are to take their places. Is that 
what you mean ? I want to know it now if that is the meaning of the 
remarks of the Senator from Delaware. Sir, it will be a good while 
in this country before a little indiscreet remark in a dispatch that has 
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no force in it, that cannot be executed in any way whatever, will 
•cause the American people to forget the gallantry of a manlike Phil. 
Sheridan. This country will have t/o be subsoiled and plowed ovier 
.and the bones of every soldier in this land buried so deep that you 
cannot touch them before such a man will stand in disgrace foraniii- 
4i8creet remark in a dispatch. The ceutleman who undertook to 
bury his patriotism, to destroy his fair fame and his fair name by such 
remarks in this Chamber did not well understand the hearts of the 
American people. 

Mr. BAYARD rose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICFB, (Mr. Ferry, of Michigab, inthechair.) 
Does the Senator from Illinois yield to the Senator from Delaware f 

Mr. LOGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAYARD. I understand that my rights here to comment upon 
the character of any officer of the United States are secured to me by 
law, and they are to be exercised by me in my own conscientious dis- 
cretion. What I have said of this officer was said sincerely, believing 
it to be true. If he is painted in a light that renders him discredita- 
ble to the people of this country, he is drawn so by his own hand. I 
asked the members of this Senate, and I asked the American people^ 
and I repeat the question, let them read this officer's intent and mean- 
ing by lus own dispatches, and then ask if he is fit to breathe the free 
air of a republic ; and if he can breathe it and can put into effect the 
threats contained in his dispatches, then he will be the only man who 
. will breathe free air, for the rest of us who survive will be the mere 
slaves of his will. I do not propose to enter into competition with 
the honorable Senator in his admiration of General Sheridan. I dis- 
tinctly stated that I had no disposition to detract in the least degree 
from any portion of his just renown. But whatever may or may not 
be my admiration of military glory, I do here profess and always 
shall profess my superior admiration and respect for the power of the 
law, which the most brilliant soldier should not be permitted to sur- 
pass. The liberties of my fellow-citizens are dearer to me than the 
renown of the soldier who seeks only to smirch the laurels he may 
have gained heretofore by an assault upon the liberties of his fellow- 
citizens in Louisiana. His dispatch as read by me was that which I 
called upon the country to judge him by. 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not think I yielded to a speech. 

Mr. BAYARD. Well, Mr. President, the honorable Senator has 
referred to me several times in the course of this debate. I did not 
desire to interrupt him, as he was making a very earnest speech ; 
but as I had been referred to so often by him, and now again in con- 
nection with something like a peroration of that portion of his speech 
in respect to General Sheridan, I thought it proper just at this time 
to rise and say what I have said. I ask the American people to 
let General Sheridan draw his own character by the light of his own 
dispatches. If they can approve of the recommendation that the 
President of the United States can drive beyond the pale of the law 
citizens of any State, and leave them to the short rope and short 
shrift of a dnin-head court-martial, then the honorable Senator may 
find that they agree with him. If not, as I believe, the great body 
of the law-abiding sentiment of the people of this country will agree 
with me in every word that I have said in regard to him. 

Mr. LOGAN. I am ^lad that I gave the Senator an opportunity to 
repeat what he had said before. It only shows the feeling that there 
is in the heart. Sometimes when we have said hard and harsh things 
against a fellow-man, when we have cooling time we retract. If, 
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after we have had cooling time, the bitterness of our heart only im- 
pels us to repeat it again, it only shows that there is deep-seated feel- 
ing there which cannot be uprooted by time. I gave the opportunity 
to the Senator to make his renewed attack on Sheridan. I will now 
say what I did not say before, since he has repeated the remark, that 
his attack upon Sheridan and his declaration that Sheridan is not fit 
to breathe the free air of a republic, is an invitation to the White 
Leagues to assassinate him. If he is not fit to breathe the free air, 
he is not fit to live. If he is not fit to live, he is but fit to die. It is 
an invitation to them to perpetrate murder upon him. 

Now let me go further. I announce the fact here in this Chamber 
to-day, and I defy contradiction, that the democracy in this Chamber 
have denounced Sheridan more since this dispatch was published 
than they ever denounced Jeff. Davis and the whole rebellion during 
four years' war against the Constitution of this country. I dislike 
much to say these things ; but they are true, and as the truth ought 
not to hurt, I will say them. 

But we are told that the people of the South are loyal and true to 
the Government. We are told by our friend from North Carolina 
[Mr. Merrimon] that peace reigns in that State, peace reigns in 
Greorgia, in Alabama, in every State in the South. When you men- 
tion here the fact that disorders are existing in Southern States 
you find Senators jumping up at every corner and saying, ** There 
is no trouble in my State." Our friend from North Carolina says 
there is no trouble in his State. They did elect a Ku-Klux judge . 
down there, but still they have no trouble. It was necessary prob- 
ably to protect the rest of the Ku-Klux and therefore it gave peace ! 
My friend from Maryland says, " Give the democrats control of the 
Southern States and you will have peace, but you cannot have it 
unless they have control !" I do not doubt that this is true, but 
what a peace that would be ! I have heard that remark before. Do 
you not remember — sir, I know you do — that some fourteen years 
ago the only remark was " Let us alone," " Let us alone ?" The only 
remark was, ** Do not interfere with us and you wiD have peace ; if 
you do not make war we will not." This remark of " Let us have 
the States and we will give you peace " is the cry of men seeking 
to destroy th^ Government by insinuating themselves into power, 
and if they cannot insinuate themselves into power they will use 
terror, threat, murder, and everything else for that purpose. Give 
the democracy control and you will have peace, but if they cannot 
have control they will not let us have peace ! 

They failed to get control once before and we did not have peace. 
Because they could not get control they made war. If you will give 
them control now they will not make war, but if you do not 'they 
will. That is about the proposition. How long has it been since 
we have had this glorious peace in North Carolina? We have peace 
there now, I admit it. I have not been there but I am told it is true ^ 
How long has it been since we have had that peace ? But a short 
time ago men were hanged, men were murdered, men were drivea 
from the country, men were aflrighted and alarmed in that State,, 
and armed forces had to be sent there to suppress the Ku-Klux ; and 
the only way it was suppressed, and the only reason why you have 
peace in North Carolina to-day, is that we tried your Ku-Klux and 
sent them to the penitentiary; and Grant told you that you had to 
stop or he would make you do it, and you stopped through fear, not; 
because you desired it. Men talk about always having had peace inj 
their. States, when on the trial of these Ku-Klux for their outrages^ 
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such language was hardly ever heard as was uttered by the attorney 
of the Ku-K&x himself. He said their crimes were so atrocious that 
they were not to be listened to by civilized men, and they came up 
and confessed their crimes and many were sent to prison, and that 
gave peace. 

But we are told that they have peace In Georgia, and my good 
friend from Georgia, the Senator farthest from me, [Mr. Gordon,] 
and he is a good-natured man, says they have perfect peace in their 
State ; that there is no imposition upon voters, there there is no intim- 
idation, everything is lovely ; that things are in democratic hands 
and everything goes on quietly. I do not want to get into any dis- 
cussion with him, but I believe I am safe in saying — and if he will 
listen to me and I do not state it correctly I am subject to be cor- 
rected — that I believe there was a time in Georgia when they had Ku- 
Klnx in that State. If that is not true^ then of course I will take it 
back. I do not know that the Senator himself ever belonged to them, 
but there is a little printed information here that mi^ht be very 
good for the country. I want the Senator from Georgia to under- 
stand that I do not do this for the purpose of criticising him or mak- 
ing any attack upon him, but I merely wish to read one or two little 
paragraphs of testimony taken before a committee to see whether his 
statement that Georgia is such a quiet and peaceable State and 
always has been is correct. We all know what the Ku-Klux were. 
The evidence before the country would satisfy anybody what the 
Ku-Klux organization is, what it was for, what its objects were, and 
what they did. Now, when this committee was taking testimony, and 
the chairman of the committee [Mr. Scott] is present — if I do not 
state correctly he can correct me — there was a gentleman sworn 
before that committee by the name of John B. Gordon, of Georgia. 
I do not know whether that is the Senator or not, but that is the 
name given. The chairman of the committee can say, or the Senator 
can say himself. In speaking about the Ku-Klux the question was 
asked : 

You say that upon that apprehension of danger this organization was founded ? 

He said it was founded upon an apprehension of danger and for 
defensive purposes. The testimony then goes on : 

Question. In what year was it founded ? 

Answer. I do not know ; I think it was in 1867 or 1868, or along there ; it may 
have been in 1866. 

Q. Did I understand yon to say that it prevailed over the whole State ? 

A. No, sir ; I supposed it did ; I did not know whether it did or not. 

Q. What ofBce did you hold in it, if any ? 

A. I did not hold any office. I was spoken to in regard to holding an office, but 
I never held any. The organization never was perfected, as I have already stated. 

Q. In regard to holding what office were you spoken to ? 

A. I do not know that it is necessary to answer that question unless you insist 
upon it. 

Q. I insist upon an answer. 

A. I was spoken to as the chief of the State. I said very emphatically that upon 
that line I could be called on if it was necessary. But the organization never was 
I)erfeoted, and I never heard anything more about it after that time. 

I only read this language to give the Senator the opportunitv of 
saying whether he belonged to it or not. This evidence would look 
as though he did. I find this in the report of the investigating com- 
mittee. 

Now, when we say that these Ku-Klux were spread over the State 
and they were merely for defensive purposes that is ail veiy well, 
but the country understands what Ku-Klux were just as well if thera 
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were not any witness to state what they were. They know all about 
the band, about its organization and all about it. Now, further ; I may 
be mistaken in saying that in my judgment our friends South, and I 
do not blame them for being zealous in their own cause, I find no fault 
with them for that, but they do not believe there is any turbulence 
dbwn there, they do not believe there is any bad blood down there ; 
and I will tell you why. Mjr friend the Senator did not believe there 
was any bad blood in Georgia and does not think there is anything 
wrong there because these things have continued so long* I remem- 
ber in the election of 1860 1 had a friend, Stephen A. Douglas, who 
was a friend of mine and I was a good friend of his. In that year he 
undiirtook to travel through the State of Georgia. In the town of 
Atlanta he was insulted, grossly insulted, there in the city of Atlanta, 
when he was a candidate for President of the United States. When 
even before the war the people had that feeling toward northern 
men it is not to be expected that the feeling would be more kind 
to-day than it was then. 

I do not intend to call my friend the Senator to account for any- 
thing he said. I much prefer that his State should be in the condi- 
tion that he says it is^ I hope it is. I hope his people are peaceable, 
that they are quiet and orderly, and loyal to the Government ; and 
I have no right to dispute his word, nor will I ; but I have a com- 
munication here, from a man who I expect he knows, and I will ask 
the Clerk to read it. The man has written it, and handed it to me, 
over his own signature. Of course I am not responsible for it; but 
he says it is a fact, and gives me the privilege to have it read at 
the de^, and I will ask that it be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 

"Washington City, January 12, 1875. 

Sib : In obedience to your request, I herewith sabmit a few facts and circum- 
etcmcestoucldns the iwlitical condition of Georgia, embraced within my knowledge 
and experience auring the last two or three years. ***** 

I will begin by making the broad assertion that, no man having^ republican pro- 
clivities or sentiments can acquire or hold any social position in Georgia; that 
whenever and wherever it is known that a man is a republican, that man is at once 
proscribed and ostracized by every democratic element, whether found in male or 
female. • 

In 1872 1 dared to run for Congress in opposition to the nominee of the democratic 
psurty. Up to that date my social position in the city of Americus was as high as 
that of any other citizen. I and my family were invited to all public and private 
entertainments. Since then we have been pointedly left out ip. the *' cold," and 
the only reason assigned for it was, that I was a candidate for Congress on the 
Grant ticket and supported .by republicans, but the " feather that broke the camel's 
back" occurred last summer, when I was nominated by the republican party of my 
district for Congress. This circumstance alone made my ostracism as perfect as 
that of Horace Greeley would have been had he gone to Georgia twenty-flve years 
ago. At no moment when out of my ofBce or away from my hotel did I feel that 
my life was worth a baubee. Threat ajEter threat was received of assassination, riding 
on rails, and tar and feathers. The entire press of the State heaped abuse and 
anathemas upon me, and why? Simply because I had accepted the republican 
nomination. Yet Senators have the nardihood to assert that all is " serene " in 
Georgia, that republicans are free and untrammeled in the expression of their 
political opinions, that they enjoy every cardinal principle of constitutional govern- 
ment. 

At midnight after my nomination scores and scores of democrats came to my 
hotel and serenaded me with tin pans, bass drums, tin horns, pieces of old sheet 
iron, &c., applying to me every kind of insulting epithets. These people were per- 
mitted thus to insult justice and right undisturbed by a vigilant ponce, and the 
next day were discharged by the mayor of the city when an-aignea for disorderly 
conduct. On the same night these democrats went to the house of B. F. Bell, a re- 
publican, with their tin pans and other discordant instruments, serenaded and 
abused him for being a damhed radical in the presence and hearing of a sick wife. 

In my district there are between twenty-one and twenty-three thousand voters 
and my opponent conceded that the republicans had twenty-five hundred ma* 
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jorlty ; jret there were only between twelve and thirteen thousand vot«8 polled n 
the. entire ^strict, and why? Because the republicans were not permitted or 
allowed to vote. It was the policy and plan of the democrats not to open the polls 
at any precinct remote from the court-house precincts where there was a precbmi- 
nance of republican voters, (there being no law in Georgia to compel any person or 
persons to open the polls.) For instance, at Danville, in my county, and sixteen 
miles from tne court-house, I had requested a large number of my party to assem- 
ble for the purpose of voting. The magistrates and other men who were to man- 
age the election, all democrats, delayea the opening of the polls under one pre- 
text and another until three o'clock p. m., the hour for closing the polls in country 
precincts in Greorgia. Then these fair-dealing men would announce it was too laie 
to have an election. It was also too late for the colored republicans to walk six- 
teen miles to the court-house, but the democrats would mount their horses and 
gallop to town in time to vote, and, after getting there, boast of their great feat 
of swindling me out of two or three hundred votes. At Antioch and Florence, 
in the county of Stewart, I lost one thousand votes in the same wav. At Sum- 
terville, in Lee County; at Lick Skillet, in Schley County ; and Harreli, in Pulaski, 
and other ccfontry precincts, ranging from sixteen to twenty miles from their 
respective court-nouses, hundreds ana hundreds of republicans were deprived of 
their ballote in the manner heretofore described. For this reason there was a 
small vote polled in G-eorgia, and for this reason and others that I will hereafter 
mention I was defeated for Congress. 

In the city of Araericus where. I live, there was but one place of voting. The 
ballots were handed to managers through a window. In front of this window the 
colored voters formed a line and stood throughout the entire day like a stone wall, 
each one waiting for his turn to vote. The democrate did everything in their 
power to break their line and scatter them. For instance, they would go among 
them puffing tobacco smoke in their faces, snat-ching tickets from them, throwing 
cayenne pepper among them, pursuading, begging, and trying to bribe them to 
vot« the democratic ticket. At least half of the colored voters were challenged, 
the challengers asking all kinds of siUy questions, such as "Are you old enough to 
vote?" when perhaps the voter was fiit.y years old. "Haveyou paid your tax ?" 
when the voter actuallj- had his tax -receipt in his hand. "Havn't you got some 
other name?" and other foolish questions. Indeed, everything was'done to delay 
voting on the part of republicans and kill time until six o'cloc^. The consequence 
was scores and scores of colored voters went away without voting, thinking that 
six o'clock would come before they would have a chance to present their ballots. 
On the other hand, democratic voters were received by the managers without a 
moment's hesitation, and there was no democrat challenged or required to show 
his tax-receipt during the day. My nephew was afraid to vote for me, because he 
was told that it would ii\jure his business. The employers of my son-in-law were- 
asked and implored by many democrats to discharge him because he voted for me. 
Many old customers or the house actually declared they would never patronize the 
house while my son-in-law was connected with it. His whole sin consisted in. 
voting for his father-in-law, as he is and always has been a democrat. 

During last September Captain H. L. French (an employ6 in a large dry-gooda 
store) declared himself an independant candidate for the State senate. His em- 
ployers told him plainly that they would discharge him if he dared to run against 
the democratic nominee. Thus the senator from my district was permitted to 
walkover a course where the republican majority was from twelve to fifteen hundred. 

The day after my nomination for Congress Dr. McLeod left my hotel declaring 
that he could not stay in the same house with a republican. Anotner boarder (Mrs. 
Dr. Burt) requested the landlady to provide her another toble as she could not sit 
and eat at the same table with radicals. The result was that a table had to be pro . 
vided exclusively for my family. 

In my town I could give circumstance after circumstance, example after exemple^ 
by way of illustrating the intense hatred of democrats toward white republicans, 
and showing the utter and complete proscription of the latter, but I will close the 
scene on my county after adding that on the second night after the election I was 
insulted in every conceivable way. The democrats had a torch-light procession, 
and through transparencies I was caricatured as a hog, an ass, and in various 
otherways and forms, the whole thing ending b^ burning me in effigv. Yet, ac- 
cording to the speeches of some men in Washington, Georgia is a free country 
where every man, of whatever political hue, can express his sentiments undisturbed 
and unmolested. 

On the day of election, in the county of Taylor, the tax-collector refused to 
receive poll-tax from colored voters who tendered the money, thereby depriving 
them of their legal right to vote. 

In the county of Macon, at the October election, the tax-collector was requested 
by democrats to close his books and cease receiving poll-tax from colored voters, 
thereby depriving scores and scores of republicans from voting. In the same 
county, at Oglethorpe, one colored man was not permitted to vote because he was- 
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more than fifty years old. At Marshallsville, in the same county, a number of col- 
ored men who had been residents of the county from two to five months, and who 
were bom in the State and never out of it, were not permitted to vote because they 
had not been in the county six months, when the law only requires thirty days. 
These men had lived in the district for years. 

In the county of Pulaski, where the republicans number more than one thousand, 
I received but thirty-two votes. They went to the court-house town for the pur- 
X>08e of voting, bat democrats threatened the lives of all men who voted for me, 
and otherwise intimidated them. Mr. King, the only white republican in the 
county, advised them not to vote, but to go quietly to their respective homes. In 
this way hundreds and hundreds of colorea republicans were deprived of their 
right oi suffi-age at Hawkinsville. In the same county, TV. S. Bush, a white re- 
publican from the neighboring county of "Wilcox, was waylaid, beaten, and pre- 
vented from making a speech before the election. 

The foregoing pa^es refer .entirely to my district, and I could go on and elaborate 
at great length, giving other circumstances and facts showing the utter falsity of 
the assertion that we have quiet and fair elections in Georgia; that peace and nar- 
mony prevail there ; but time and space admonish me to stop. The most of the facts 
thus far stated have come within my knowledge and personal experience, and the 
others are derived fi-om sources whose truthfulness and genuineness I cannot 
-doubt. Therefore I hold myself, to any man, at any time and place, responsible for 
their utterance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JACK BROWN. 

General John A. Logan. 



January 14, 1875. 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, yesterday when the motion was made 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business 
with ray consent, I had very nearly concluded the remarks which I 
deemed it proper to submit to the Senate on this question. I hope on 
coming to this question again to-day that I shall not detain the Sen- 
ate at any very great length. I had gone over the question, so far as 
the facts surrounding tne government of Louisiana at the time of 
the issuance of his order to the military were concerned, and the ac- 
tion on the part of the military in view of the law under which the 
Legislature was to be organized, and had referred to all that which I 
deemed it proper -to comment upon in that connection. At the time 
that I suspended my remarks, however, I had just had read at the desk 
of the Secretary a communication made to me by a man, a Georgian 
by birth, a resident of that State at this time, a candidate for Con- 
gress on the republican ticket at the last election. Of this man I 
know nothing save that which I have heard in reference to him here. 
I am told that he was a colonel commanding a regiment in the confed- 
erate army against the Government of the United States; that on 
that side he proved himself a gallant soldier. This would not in my 
estimation add anything to his character as a man of honor or a man 
of veracity ; but to my friends on the opposite side it ought not, at 
least, to be in derogation of his character. Whether the statements 
made by him be true or false it is not for me to say, but for others to 
say who have knowledge of the facts. I had the communication read 
for the reason that we have been told in this Chamber that all was peace 
and quiet in the State of Georgia. This man asserts to the people of 
the country that when he was nominated by the republican party he 
was serenaded that night by the soft and delightful music'of tin pans, 
tin horns, and everything that was calculated to be wholesome and 
pleasant to him in his dreams. We are told by him that at different 
precincts in his district negroes were refused the right to vote because 
they were too old, and it was said they were too old under the law to 
vote. We are told by him that in divers and sundry instances men 
with their tax-receipts in their hands were refused the right to vote 
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at the polls. We are told by Litn that when tlie colored people were 
drawn up inline in front of the polls iu orderthatthej^ might under 
the law depoEiit their ballote, pepper whs thrown in their eyes, tuuoke 
ill their faces, tobacco quids were thrown in their faces — every char- 
acter of annoyance to these poor people waa made use of to drive 
them awayfrom the polls. Yet we are told here that the only friends 
the; have in this country are to be found in the ranks of the demo- 
cratic party in the South! 

Men may talk as they please about peace ; they may talk as they 
choose about rights guaranteed in the Constitution ; they may say 
what they please about the laws being faithfally and honestly admin- 
istered in those States; but while men are deterred either by improper 
influences or bmte force in this manner, it is not a community of 
law-abidiug citizens where equal rights are protected and observed. 
While I am on that point in reference to the State of Georgia, I 
deem it proper for me to call the attention of the Senate to a fact 
that has beeu brought to my notice, and a very singular one too. In 
courts of justice, under the rules of evidence by_ which men are tried 
and by which courts are governed and guided iu the administration 
of justice between man aud man, cii-cunistances are taken as testi- 



the State of Georgia the votes cast at the last election by congres- 
sional districts. One of the Senators has taken the pains to compile 
the number of inhabitants in some of those districts, colored and 
whit«, and then to compare the votes, aud let the circumstances 
speak for themselves. Let the facts t«ll their own tale as to whether 
men are deprived of their rights in that State or not. * 
Slaiement ihowiiig the popslatiOH and number of rotei cait at the lute elec- 
tion in the fourth congressional district of Georgia. 
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' Xd ancli ooQDty Bamed in Gensue Beport 

I will take the fourth district of Georgia, copied from this panei 
piiblishinK the returns of the difiereut counties in the various dis. 
tricts. The fonrth congressional district of the State of Georgia i 
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composed of Campbell, Carroll, Chattahoochee, Coweta, Donglaas,. 
Harris, Heard, Marion, Meriwether, Muscoeee, Talbot, and ftoup 
Counties. In these counties the white population is 67,746 ; the col- 
ored population is 64,276— a difference of a little over 3,000 between 
the white and colored population. Estimating the voting population 
as one to seven, that would leave a difference of a few hundred ou 
the side of the white population. We take it for granted at least 
that out of 64,276 colored people in a congressional district there were 
certainly some few who would have voted the republican ticket. Now, 
what was the vote in that concessional district last fall ? The dem- 
ocratic vote was 9,218. That is the majority of the white voting pop- 
ulation of the district. What was the republican vote ? Seventeen 
in all — all told — out of a population of 64,276 colored and some white 
voters of the republican party. In one county 14 republican votes, in 
one 1, in another 1. In eight counties, where there were thousands 
of colored people, not a solitary vote was cast for tke republican 
party. I desire to know — I ask the question in all candor — can any 
man stand upon this floor and tell me that there were but seventeen men 
out of a colored population of 64,000 that were able to vote the re- 
publican ticket ? If but 17 republican votes were cast, what is the 
natural inference to be drawn from the facts and circumstances that 
surrounded those people at that time ? There .can be but one ex- 
planation of it, and that is the secret, silent torture of a threat against 
these people on account of a desire to preserve their rights and prop- 
erty. They were afraid to exercis^ the right given to them by the 
Constitution and the laws of their own country. There is no other 
inference that can be drawn, there is none other that is fair or just 
in the premises ; and yet we are told day by day on this floor that all 
is peace and harmony, that no man is molested there, that everything 
goes on in accordance with justice, in accordance with right, and in 
accordance with the laws of our country. 

I have the votes of some other districts in the State of Georgia sl» 
compared with this one that I have just read. The eighth district in 
Georgia, out of a population almost equal t«> the one I have given, cast 
twelve votes for the republican ticket, several thousand for the oppo- 
site. Where, let me ask, were all the colored republicans of the 
eighth distiict of Georgia on the day of the election? Men may de- 
nounce the statement that I made here yesterday, but it proves its 
own truth by an examination of these returns. When we were told 
yesterday by a candidate that some of his voters were not permitted 
to vote, that some were denied on account of their age, that others 
were denied on account of their locality, that pepper was thrown in 
their eyes and smoke in their faces and they driven from post to pil- 
lar, the polls not opened till a late hour, when none but white people 
were permitted to vote, do we not know that all these things took 
place for the purpose of deterring those men from the exercise of that 
boon which belongs to the American citizen, and that is the right to 
vote at an election ? Sir, I ask you what is citizeoship in this coun- 
try if not the right of selecting by your ballot the men who shall ex- 
ercise the functions of office under the laws in this land. If that right 
is denied, I ask you where is the great boast of American citizenship 
in this country ? Once it was said that the prolidest thing that could 
be uttered by a citizen of Rome was that he thanked his God that he 
was a Roman citizen. Why did he do this ? Because in those days 
the rights that Rome gave her citizens were protected. For that rea- 
son the boast went forth of citizenship ; but in this country where we 
boast of American citizenship, I ask you what becomes of the boast if 
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the greatest right that inheres to the citizen nnder the laws and 
Constitution of our coimtry is denied f What is there then for the 
citizen to boast of ? 

We are told, however, that in the State of Georgia there are no 
outbursts showing vindictiveness of feeling, that there is nothing 
there from which you can draw the inference that there is any but 
the kindest feeling toward the people of the United States, both North 
and South, and toward the officials of the United States Government. 
I do not know why such statements should be made. I cannot imag- 
ine why men should assert such propositions on this floor when every 
day their own newspapers contradict such statements. In order for 
us to ascertain the facts as to whether the sentiment in that country 
is as described, I send to the Clerk^s desk a newspaper published in 
Atlanta, the capital of the State of Georgia, where it is presumable 
at least that the papers are fair representatives of the sentiments of 
the State, and ast the Secretary to read first the marked editorial on 
the left, and then to read further as I shall suggest. 

The Secretary read as follows : 

The radical plot DEVELOriNO.— The telenrram sent by P. H. Sheridan to the 
Secretary of War bears all the evidence of bein^ part of a plot hatched by the radi- 
cal leaders at Washington to provoke an armed uprising in the South. Sheridan 
deliberately proposes to punish the leaders of the White Leagues by a military 
commission. Further on Sheridan declares that "it is possible that if the Presi- 
dent would issue his proclamation declaring them banditti, no further action need 
be taken except that which would devolve upon me. " 

We noi! 
situation 
has 
Marr, 

shooting is to be d<mo, it is just possible that a braggart and dirty tool of an iipsi^rt 
like Sheridan may ornament a lamp-post quite as rapidly as any White League 
"ringleader" may grace a gallows. 

Mr. LOGAN. Now let the Secretary read in the next column 
marked. 

The Secretary read as follows : 

The Louisiana Infamy.— Like the liar that he is, when General Sheridan anived 
in New Orleans he informed several gentlemen who called upon him that there was 
no truth in the report which stated that he was to take command in Louisiana. He 
was merely, he said, on his way to Havana with a party of ladies. Our dispatches 
this morning tell what he is doing in New Orleans. Beat«n in their conspiracy to 
defeat the public will, the radicals appealed to the Federal military authorities. 
There had not been any disturbance of any character. The Legislature had met 
and organized by the election of Ex-Mayor Wiltz, of New Orleans, as temporary 
chairman. Swearing in the members began ; the radicals withdrew ; and shortly 
after a body of soldiers entered the chamber, reinstated the radical clerk, and vir- 
tually broke up the assembly. ' 

Here Sheridan steps in with another infamous lie on his lips. He telegraphs the 
Secretary of War that " he regrets to announce a spirit of defiance of all lawful 
authoiity, and an insecurity ot life." At this writing we have heartl nothing further, 
but we presume that New Orleans is now virtually under martial law, and that the 
work of infamy has been completed. 

And yet we hope to hear a different report. There are twenty-flve thousand 
able-bodied white men in New Orleans. In the same city there are twenty-five hun- 
dred Federal soldiers. Admitting that every Federal soldier would consent to firo 
on the people, they are no match for the citizens. We write it deliberately, that 
we hope the dispatches will bring ns news before we go to press that the streets of 
New Orleans are ban-icaded, ana that twenty-flve thousand freemen are ciiishing 
to atoms Sheridan and his horde. There is not a single feeling of animosity in our 
hearts against the United States as we wiite. All that we see is the act of infamy, 
by means of which the people of Louisiana are to be delivered over to scoundrela 
and despots. 

Again and again do we reiterate the hope that the citizens of New Orleans will 
take up the gage of battle so insolently thrown down to them. Since blood must 
flow in defense of their liberties, then let the streets of the Crescent City again b© 
the scene of the conflict of patriots against a moat infamous usurpation. We pray 
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it— praj it, as if to God — tliat there has been no hesitating, no shrinking. Who is 
Grant, that he shoaid seek to act the part of master of the South ? Who is Sheri- 
dan, that he should attempt to crush the white people of Louisiana? Is it not 
time that this tyranny be brought to a sudden and, if it must be so, a bloody end f 
Can the people of the North blame Louisiana, if ip this moment she rises grandly 
in arms, and hurls off the fetters with which she is about to be bound ? 

Let the issue be met in Louisiana, and the question of the rights of the Southern 
States be finally settled. We are heartily tired of the game that is being played in 
the South. If there ever will be a time for the people of New Orleans to begin 
fighting in earnest, that time is now. If ever resistance to Federal usurpation was 
justifiable, it is now. If the time is ever to come for twenty-five thousand white 
men to demonstrate their strength, that time is now come. 

We therefore await the arriv^of telegrams informing us that the blow has been 
struck in earnest. 

If President Grant is anxious to provoke a civil war, as he is said to be, it is, per- 
haps, best to accommodate him at once. We never will have a better reason for 
an uprising than exists in New Orleans at present. Nothing that Grant may do 
can more thoroughly unite the freemen of the entire United States than what his 
tool, Sheridan, has just done in New Orleans. The time for argument, for appeals, 
for remonstrance, is j^ast. Barricades ought to bo the fashion now, with armed 
men behind them. 

Mr. GORDON. Will the Senator allow me to make just one re- 
mark? I will not detain him more than a moment. 

Mr. LOGAN. Very well, sir. 

Mr. GORDON. I only want to say that I have no doubt the editor 
of that paper was sincere in all he said ; I have no doubt he reflected 
the sentiments of his own heart ; but I know full well that he did not 
reflect the opinions of the people of Georgia ; he did not reflect the 
sentiments of the democratic party of Georgia. He does not pretend 
to belong to the organization of the democratic party of Georgia. He 
does not run any paper which claims allegiance to the democratic 
party of Georgia. He claims to run an independent paper, and he 
does run an independent paper. He neither supported the demo- 
cratic nominee in the district in which he lives, nor did he support 
the democratic nominees in other districts. On the contrary, he sup- 
ported the opposition in the district just above the district in which 
lie and I both live. 

Now, sir, I wish to have read, if the Senator will allow me, a tele- 

fram from the governor of my State, who is a democrat and a mem- 
er of the party. This gentleman who is the editor of that paper I 
have no doubt is a democrat. He votes^ when he does vote, for the 
democratic party ; but his paper disclaims belonging to any organi- 
zation, and he runs on an independent schedule, responsible for his 
own utterances, and nobody responsible for them but himself. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will say to the Senator that I do not give way to 
have that telegram read as part of my argument by any means. I 
will proceed. He will have ample opportunity to read the telegram 
hereafter. 

He says that this man no doubt is a democrat. I do not say that 
the whole people of Georgia entertain the same sentiments. I have 
not said so at any time ; but I read these articles in this paper to show 
that some portion of the* people of that State do entertain these sen- 
timents. I have read all that I have read to show the circumstances 
and to show the character of feeling that there is all over that coun- 
try. Now, I would ask any Senator on this floor, do not the demo- 
cratic papers all over the South announce nearly the same proposi- 
tion ? Did not the democratic papers all over the South indorse Penn'o 
revolution against Governor Kellogg ? Do not the democratic papers 
of the South to-day de^ the powers of this country in reference to 
the action in Louisiana 7 If they do not, I have failed to see one that 
has taken adifierent course. This one, the Senator says, is an indepeud- 
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«nt paper ; but no doubt, he says, the editor is a democrat. It is 
immaterial to me whether he be a democrat or an independent, or 
what he may. He is speaking the sentiment of his locality; or, a1> 
least, he pretends to represent the sentiment of his locality. First, 
he thinks it would be well to hang Sheridan to a lamp-post. I have 
no doubt that a majority of the democrats in the South in 1863 
believed just the same thing, that it would have been well to hang 
Sheridan ; and I have no doubt they believe it now. 

But in the conclusion of the second article what does this paper 
fiay ? I care not whether it is the sentiment of Georgia or not ; what 
I am speaking to is the impression that is being made upon the peo- 
ple of the State of Louisiana. What effect do such articles have upon 
the twenty-five thousand people in Louisiana who are organized as a 
White League, when they are told by the public press of the South 
that it is their duty to barricade the streets of New Orleans ; that it 
is their duty to make war upon the troops of the United States Gov- 
ernment, for the purpose of overturning that State government ; that 
it is their duty to let blood flow in the streets of New Orleans, and 
that, if ever the time has come for that to be done, the time is now f 
I use it for the purpose of showing that not only the speeches of the 
opposition but the newspapers tend to work excitement in the minds 
of those people, to plunge them into bloody revolution, so that then 
they may be supported by those who stand by them, and, in that 
way, the country involved in war again. . That is the reason why I 
appealed to these suggestions, to show the effect that is being had and 
the purposes that these men have in view to stimulate that popula,- 
tion which they know is a population almost like a powder-magazine. 

If the people of the South and the democrats of the North will but 
remember for a moment the character of the people of Louisiana, 
without speaking of them as disreputable people they must know 
that the white portion of Louisiana, the natives of that State, are an 
excitable people. We know they are an irritable people. We know 
that the creolo population is a revolutionary people. Wherever they 
may be found, in Louisiana or elsewhere, they are a revolutionary 
people. It is well known if any one will examine the history of that 
kind of population that this is the fact. They being that class of 
people are as ready to revolutionize against one government as they 
are against another, unless it is a government that they control. 
They are of that class of people who themselves must control, whether 
in the minority or majority, or else they are in favor of revolution 
against the existing " powers that be." Upon a class of people so 
inflammable as these people in Louisiana are, I ask what the effect of 
these editorials and speeches in the same line must be ? Naught 
but to inflame, naught but to excite, and naught but to incite them 
to bloody deeds of revolution against the country which revolution 
mi^ht become wide-spread and this country all be involved in ruin. 
It IS against these things that I appeal to the country; it is against 
these things that I am now speaking to the people. 

But, sir, passing from the State of Georgia, and I am sure I have 
said as little about that State and the people of North Carolina as I 
could under the circumstances and facts, I desire now to call the 
attention of the American Senate to another Stat^, and that is the 
State of Alabama. I presume the State of Alabama has been included 
in the remarks of Senators here when they have been speaking of the 
peaceful and orderly manner of the people of the South. The other 
day there was read from a newspaper on the other side of the Cham- 
ber evidence of this character in reference to the State of Alabamai 



36 

that in one county some eleven colored people had been indicted for 
murder, the murder of colored men. That was cited to sliow that the 
murders perpetrated in that State were murders perpetrated by col- 
ored men on colored men, I took a diftereut view of that testimony 
which was read in the Senate Chamber, although I remained silent* 
It proved to me this and nothing more, that when a colored man com- 
mitted an offense he was indicted and punished for it; but when a 
white man committed an offense he went scot-free. That was the 
conclusion I formed in reference to this evidence. When a colored 
man violates the law he must be punished. " Why not," say men of 
these notions, "why not punish the colored man for murder?" He 
ought to be ; but when I ask you why not punish the white man for 
murder as well ? tlie difference is this : In the North we respect the 
lives of all men, colored or white, and if a man commits murder we 
do not ask the complexion of his victim, but we ask the question of 
his justification or excuse. 

The Senator from Maryland said in his speech " there are disturb- 
ances in the South, but there have been murders in the North, out- 
rages in the North." I admit it. I admit there are murders com- 
mitted in the North and robberies committed in every northern city ; 
but when I admit that, I add that we punish our murderers in the 
North ; we send them to the penitentiary or hang them. Several 
men have been hanged in the last few months in the Northern States 
for murder. White men and women are in the State prison for mur- 
der to-day. In the Northern States we call murder, murder. In the 
Northern States, when a man commits murder^ we call him a murderer, 
and wo punish him for that offense. The difference is that we hang 
our murderers or we send them to the penitentiary and call them 
murderers, and in the South you do not even indict them, but sx)eak 
of them as men rising up in defense of their liberties. 

Before the abolition of slavery who ever heard of a white man 
being punished for shooting a negro f Nobody. If he shot a negro 
down he would be liable to an action of trespass for the amount the 
negro was worth, the same as if the man had shot a horse. He paid 
the owner of the negro his value, and that ended it. The habit grew 
so strong that men down there think they have the same right now 
to murder negroes that they thought they had then. The only dif- 
ference is that they had to pay for them then, and now they do not. 

Mr. MERRIMON. May I interrupt the Senator for a moment ? 

Mr. LOGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MERRIMON. In my State six months ago two white men were 
condemned to death for killing a negro, and a republican governor 
commuted the sentence to imprisonment for life in the penitentiary. 
There is one case in my own t-own. There are other cases in my State. 

Mr. LOGAN. That is one case. I am very glad to hear of that. 
It is the first one ever I did hear of. [Laughter.] I will give you 
cases enough before I am done where they have not been punished 
or attempted to be punished. 

But, sir, I was speaking of including Alabama in this category of 
States where the people are so subservient to the rules and the deco- 
rum of society and the laws of the laud. Is ALibama a peaceable 
State — Alabama with a democratic governor ? O, says my friend 
from Maryland, give the democrats control, and you will have peace. 
You have a democratic governor in Alabama ; Alabama is a demo- 
cratic State. Now, let us see how quiet it is down there. 

For the purpose of satisfying my friends on the other side of the 
Chamber as to the condition of things in Alabama as to the security 
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■of life and property, I will have read a letter published in an Ala- 
bama paper from Judge Keils. Judge Keils is a man of respecta- 
bility, judge of a court in Alabama. I have met him frequently my- 
self. I recognize him ab a gentleman. He is an old man, and here 
is his letter containing just what he told me out of his own mouth 
the other night at my house. I ask that it be read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows : 

EuFALA, Alabama, November 6, 1874. 
EnrroR Journal: 

I telegraphed you last night that my son "Willie was dead. This you must know 
is almost overwhelming me'; I am in poor condition to writ«. Just at dark, before 
the counting of votes had commenced at Spring Hill, the crowd rushed into the 
ix)om and commenced firing at me. When tney entered I stepped to the end of the 
•counter, (the election was neld in an old store,) pulling Wilhe behind me to pre- 
vent him beinc^ shot. Several shots were fired at me, when the lamp was smashed. 
All was dark tnen, and Willie and myself stepped behind the counter and sat down 
under it. A vigorous firing then commenced at the end of the counter, which I 
thought at the instant were entering the counter and doing no damage. It was at 
this time Willie was shot, one ball entering the bowels and the other three enter- 
ing the right thigh. Willie did not flinch or complain, though his hand was on my 
shoulder while he was being murdered, so that I knew nothing of it till after 
those (or the one) who murdered him had moved oflF. If I had known he was being 
shot I could easily have killed the fellow ; but as soon as he moved off Willie said 
to me, •' Pa, let us try to get out ; I am shot to pieces." This was the first intima- 
tion I had that he was shot. Then I told him to be quiet a little longer. But just 
then several gentlemen rushed to me and assured me they would protect me, and 
they did. Then I missed Willie's hand fi-om my shoulder, felt for him in the dark, 
but could not find him. As he (Willie) told me afterward, some demon seized him 
by the leg dragged him on the floor, and kicked him. There was such filing and 
yells that I heard nothing of this brutal dragging and kicking at that time. The 
mob was yelling *' Kill him," " Shoot him," " D— n him," " Kill him," &c. One or 
two of those who saved me (they were of the better class of democrats) went to see 
after Willie, found him, and carried him away with the assistance of some colored 
men. I found him at Dr. Davie's, near by, to which place I was guarded a few 
minutes after. He, myself, and wife and daughter, wno went to Spring Hill at 
once, as soon as they could get there, were all treated well at Dr. D. s and by the 
neighbors. 

This was a put up lob to destroy the ballot-box, in which there was four hundred 
and fifty or five hundred republican majority, and murder me. And their treat- 
ment in dragging and kicking Willie and telling him as they did, '-God d — n you, 
get out of here," shows that they were quit« as willing to kill him as me, because 
they knew it was not me they were kicking and dragging, although it was dark in 
the room. 

Willie was in his seventeenth year, and a better, high-toned, more honorable boy 
never lived, I am sure. He did no one any harm. He said to me often during the 
canvass that he 'knew I was in danger, and wanted to go with me to re^iublican 
meetings, and he went with me to most of them. Then he wanted to go with me to 
Spring Hill to the election, as he did. When some firing was done out in the crowd, 
and he thought I was in danger inside the room, ho said he wanted to come in. The 
managers consented, and this is why he was in there. 

I feel that I can never get over his death. 
Yours truly, 

E. M. KEILS. 

Mr. LOGAN. This man Judge Keils stated to me — and doubtless 
he stated the truth — that he left his own voting place because his 
life was not secure at that poll and went to Spring Hill, for the 
reason that there was a large majority of republican voters there, so 
that he might be secure. At his own place his life had been threat- 
ened, a riot had taken place, and several colored men had been killed 
that day. But at Spring Hill there were four hundred and fifty ma- 
jority of republican voters, principally colored men. After the voting 
was all over Judge Keils undertook to aid or assist, not by force, I ut 
in protection of the ballot-box, to watch it, to see that it should 
not be seized and stuffed. These men came upon him where he was, 
fired at him, and murdered his son. For what otfense ? For no 
offense in the world except that he was a republican and desired that 
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the votes of this four hundred and fifty majority of colored men should 
be counted the same as the votes of anybody else. Yet we are told all 
is peace I Sir, when you talk about murders in the North, let me say 
we have no such murders as these. Men there exercise their rights of 
the elective franchise without bein^ murdered. There may be frauds, 
but men are not murdered for political opinions. But in Alabama,, 
a democratic State, the judge of a court on an election day, desiring 
the votes to be counted honestly, is fired on and his son murdered by 
a mob. Accidentally they did not murder him, but murdered his 
son, only seventeen years old, who was holding on to his father's 
shoulders in the dark at the time he was riddled with bullets. And 
we are told these are law-abiding, patriotic people ! For this offense 
nobody was even arrested. t 

I could give a number of other cases in that State. I do not desire 
to go through all the statements I have in reference to these different 
States. It would take me the rest of this day. Having occupied 
nearlj' all of yesterday, I have not the time nor have I the physical 
endurance to stand it. I only instance a few cases in the different 
States as I pass along to show the feelings of the people there, and 
that they are not exactly as they have been stated to us. Here is 
from Alabama a statement of an occurroiicc of a most recent character. 
I will read it : 

Robert Reed, 'a member of the General Assembly of Alabama from Sampter, 
was called to Mobile last week as a witness before the grand jary of the United 
States court. 

This was a member of the Legislature of that State. 

After he was discharged, he wont into the city to make somepurchasos, when he 
was set upon by three or four white-leaguers of Mobile, who lollowed him into a 
store, where the leader asked his name and struck him over the head with a stick, 
and immediately pistols were drawn, but Reed succeeded in makin<;his escape for 
protection to the United States court- room ? It is understood that those assaulting 
Reed were of the class of citizens of Mobile who furnished the Sumter County pris- 
oners with refreshments while in jail, and their antipathy may have been occasioned 
by the belief that he was in some way connected with that finding of a true bill 
against th<iso parties. This assault was made in the b. oad daylight, and the par- 
ties are well known in that city ; but at last accounts no arrests had been made. 
Perhaps the only rcCTet felt is that Reed was not killed, as it is evident that that 
was their purpose. Yet it is pretended that Mobile is a law-abiding city ! 

There a member of the Legislature of what you call a sovereign 
State goes to the United States court on a summons to appear as a 
witness before the grand jury to testify, and the very moment he 
leaves the court-room, having testified, he is assailed by your White 
League ruffians and his life attempted to be taken ; and you call these 
law-abiding citizeijs I A man cannot even testify against your mur- 
derers and your outlaws in your States. Every day the question is 
put to us " You have the courts, why do you not punish these men ?" 
Here is the reason why they are not punished : If a witness goes, no 
matter who, to testify against these outrages before a grand jury,liia 
life is not safe for a solitary moment ; and yet we are told " You have 
the courts, and why do you not execute the law." Why, sir, is it not 
cool for any man on this floor to talk about the execution of law and 
put it to us " you have the courts and why do you not do it," when 
neither court nor juiy nor witness is safe for a moment in his lii& 
and his rights under the laws of this land ? I suppose I might be 
asked the question why could not a man be punished for treason in 
one of these Southern States during the southern rebellion. It is 
obvious to everybody. Is there any man so great a fool as not to- 
know that he could not have convicted one of them before a jury or 
a court either; that the attempt would have been followed by assas- 
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sination ; that you could not convict a man whore they were all in 
sympathy with one another ? Do my fiiends on the other side of the 
Chamber, when they taunt us with the fact that we have the courts, 
expect that we can exercise the jurisdiction of the courts or bring 
men to trial when every man almost of their side is in sympathy with 
the men who perpetrate the wrongs against the law and by whom the 
wrong-doer must be tried ? Yet we are asked " Why do you not try 
them ?" It would be like trying a Morman for having seventeen 
wives before a jury each member of which had five wives I [Laugh- 
ter.] 

I now wish to quote from the President's message in reference to 
the outrage complained of as having been perpetrated against the 
Legislature of Louisiana, which I had not on yesterday an opportu- 
nity of doing. The President says : 

Respecting the alleged interference by the military with the organization of the 
Legislature of Louisiana on the 4th instant, I have no knowledge or information 
which has not been received by me since that time and pablished. My first infor- 
mation was from the papers of the morning of the 5th of January. I did not know 
that any such thing was anticipated, and no orders nor suggestions woi'e ever given 
to any military ofiicer in that State upon that subject prior to the occurrence. I 
am well aware that any military interference by the officers or troops of the United 
States with the organization of the State Legislature or any of its proceedings, or 
with any civil depai-tment of the government, is repugnant to our ideas of govern- 
ment. T can conceive of no case, not involving rebellion or iuAurroction, where 
such interference by authority of the General Government ought to be permitted 
or can be justified. But there are circumstances connected with the late legisla- 
tive imbroglio in Louisiana which seem to exempt the military from any inten- 
tional wrong in that matter. Knowing that they nad been placed in Louisiana to 
prevent domestic violence and aid in the enforcement of the State laws, the officers 
and troops of the United States may well have supposed that it was their duty to 
act when called upon by the governor for that purpose. 

Again, I desire to read another paragraph from the President's mes- 
sage for the same purpose that the other was read : 

Kobody was disturbed by the military who had a legal right at that time to 
occupy a seat in the Legislature. That the democratic minority of the house under- 
took to seize its organization by fraud and violence : that in this attempt they 
trampled under foot law ; that they undertook to make persons not returned as 
elected members, so as to create a ma(iority ; that they acted under a preconcerted 
plan, and under false pretenses introduced into the hall a body of men to support 
their pretensions by force, if necessary, and that confiict, disorder, and riotous pro- 
ceedings followed, are facts that seem to be well established ; and 1 am credibly 
informed that these violent proceedings were a part of a premeditated plan to have 
the house organized in this way, recognize what has been called the McEnery 
senate, then to depose Governor* Kellogg, and so revolutionize the State govern- 
ment. 

I have read these paragraphs on"!y to be placed in my remarks. I 
now desire to call the attention of the Senate in the same connection 
to certain dispatches that appear with the President's message, which 
are now official documents before the country. Among these dis- 
patches is the following from the governor, William P. Kellogg, to the 
Attorney-General of the United States at Washington, September 1, 
1874: 

Telegraphed you last night regarding Coushatta affair to Long Branch, care of 
President. If you have not left Washington, please direct operator at Long Branch 
to repeat. Further information makes the affair worse even than first reported. 
The six white men killed were all of good character — planters and business men 
but four of them were northern republicans. 

I read this dispatch in support of what I stated i^esterday, that 
these men at Coushatta were industrious, energetic citizens, attend- 
ing to their own business at the time they were taken out and mur- 
dered. 

In further justification of what has been said, of what has been 
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done, and of what may hereafter be done, and in support of what w© 
have said on this floor in reference to the outrages of the South, I 
ask the reading of an official document here that I presume no one 
will dispute. We have been told, and right here I want to put it 
back to the Senator from Maryland [Mr. Hamilton] and to the 
Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Saulsbury,] for if he will allow me to 
quote from the evidence of an old Delawarean once here in the Sen- 
ate Chamber, " the whole eyes of Delaware are upon him." He said 
" this outrage business had performed its office." So did the Senator 
from Maryland. He laughed at the idea of these, outrages being 
talked about or used any more ; the thing had played its part — had 
become stale. Sir, do murders become stale ; does violation of law 
become stale; does treason against the Government become stale: 
does rebellion against a State become stale ; do robbery, piracy, and 
blood-letting become stale in this country ? Is it the fact to-day that 
this thing has become so stale that murder can go on day after day , 
and scores of men be slaughtered as the pigs in a pen that are fat- 
I^ened for that purpose, and we to be told these stories have become 
stale, these stories are played out? The man who can intimate that 
murders shall not be spoken of because they are so frequent, and that 
because of their frequency they become stale, that man but encour- 
ages muider. Mfirders stale! Yes, they have been perpetrated in 
such a horrible, audacious, outrageous, and damnable manner by 
your Ku-Klux and White Leagues of the South that the stench of 
outrage and murder and perjury goes to heaven and cries for 
revenge for the lives of these innocent victims. "Vengeance is 
mine ; I will repay, saith the Lord," and not you. The Judge of all 
good and evil, the Judge of the world, the great Judge that decides 
by the scales of justice and weighs the right and wrong, will yet 
judge of these offenses and of the men who encourage them, of the 
men who perpetrate them, of the men who cover up their bloody and 
damnable crimes, and that j iidgment, when it comes, will be one of 
terror in its effect. 1 ask for the reading of the dispatch from Louisi- 
ana which I send to the desk. 

The Secretary read as follows : 

[Telegram.] 

New Orleans, January 10, 1875—11.30 p. m. 
Hon. W. W. Belknap, 

Secretary of War, Washington, D. O. : 

Since the year 1866 nearly thirty-tive hundred persons, a f^reat majority of whom 
were colored men, have been killed and wounded in this State. In 1868 the official 
recx)rd shows that eighteen hundred and eighty-four were killed and wounded. 
From 1868 to the present time no official investigation has been made, and the civil 
anthoi'ilies, in all but a few cases, have been unable to arrest, convict, and punish 
perpetrators. Consequently there are no correct records to be consulted for infor- 
mation. There is ample evidence, however, to show that more than twelve hun- 
dred persons have been killed and wounded during this time on account of their 
political sentiments. Frightful massacres have occurred in the parishes of Bossier. 
Caddo, Catahoula, Saint Bernard, Saint Landry, Grant, and Orleans. The general 
character of the massacres in the above-named parishes is so weU known that it is 
unnecessary to describe them. 

The isolated cases can best be illustrated by the following instances, which I 
take from a mass of evidence now lying before me of men Killed on account of 
their political principles: In Natchitoches Parish the number of isolated cases 
reported is thirty -three ; in the parish of Bienville the number of men killed is 
thirty ; in Red Kiver Parish the isolated cases of men killed is thirty-four ; in 
Winn Parish the number of isolated eases where men were killed is fifteen ; in 
Jackson Parish the number killed is twenty ; and in Catahoula Parish the number 
of isolated cases reported where men were killed is fifty ; and most of the countrr 

{>ari8hes throughout the State will show a corresponding state of affairs. The fol- 
owing statements will illustrate the character and kind of these outrages : 
On the 30th of August, 1874, in Bed Biver Parish, six State and parish officers, 
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named Twitchell, Divers, Holland, Howell, Edgerton, and "Willis, were taken, to- 
getlier with fonr negroes, under guard to be carried out of the State, and were de- 
uberately murdered on tne 29th of August, 1874. The White League tried, sen- 
tenced, and hung two negroes on the 28th of August, 1874. Three negroes were 
shot and killed at Brownsville, just before the arrival of the United States troops 
in this parish. Two white-leaguers rode up to a u^oto cabin and called for a 
drink of water. "When the old colored man turned to draw it, they shot him in the 
back and killed him. The courts were all broken up in this district, and the dis- 
trict judge driven out. 

In the parish of Caddo, prior to the arrival of the United States troops, all of the 
officers at Shreveport were compelled to abdicate by the W hite Lea^e. which 
took possessin of tlie place. Among those obliged to abdicate were Walsh, the 
mayor, Bapers, the sheriff, Wheaton, clerk of the court, Durant, the recorder, and 
Ferguson and Kenfro, administrators. Two colored men, who had given evidence 
in regard to frauds committed in the parish, were compelled to flee for their lives, 
and reached this city last night, having been smuggled through in a cargo of cotton. 

In the parish of Bossier the White League have attempted to force the abdica- 
tion of Judge Baker, the United States commissioner and parish judge, together 
with O'Neal the sheriff, and Walker, the clerk of the court; and they have com- 
pelled the i>arish and district courts to suspend operations. Judge Baker states 
that the white-leaguers notified him several times that if he became a candidate 
on the republican ticket, or if he attempted to organize the republican party, he 
should not live until election. 

They also tried to intimidate him through his family by making the same threats 
to his wife, and when told by him that he was a United " States commissioner they 
notified him not to attempt to exercise the functions of his office. In but few of the 
country parishes can it be truly said that the law is properly enforced, and in 
some of tne parishes the ^judges nave not been able to hold court for the past two 
years. Human life in this State is held so cheaply that when men are killed on 
account of political opinions, the murderers are regarded rather as heroes than as 
criminals in the localities where they reside, and by the White League and their 
supporters. 

An illustratian of the ostracism that prevails in the State may be found in a reso 
lution of a White League club in the parish of De Soto, which states, " That they 
pledge themselves under (no?) circumstances after the coming election, to employ, 
rent land to, or in any other manner give aid, comfort, or credit, to any man, white 
or black, who votes against the nominees of the whit« man's party.'' Safety for 
individuals who express their opinion in the isolated portions of this State has 
existed only when tnat opinion was in favor of the principles and party supported 
by the Ku-^iix and White League organizations. Only yesterday Judge MyerSf 
the jMirish judge of the parish of Natchitoches, called on me upon his arrival in this 
city, and stated that in order to reach here alive he was obliged to leave his home 
by' stealth, and after nightfall, and make his way to Little Kock, Arkansas, and 
come to this city by way of Memphis. 

He further states that while his father was lying at the point of death in the 
same village, he was unable to visit hira for fear of assassination, and yet he is a 
native of the parish, and proscribed for his political sentiments only. It is more 
than probable that if bad government has existed in this State it is* the result of 
the armed organizations, wnich have now crystallized into what is called the White 
League ; instead of bad government developinf^them, they have by their terrorism 
prevented to a considerable extent the collection of taxes, the holding of courts, 
the punishment of criminals, and vitiated public sentiment by familiarizing it with 
the scenes above described. I am now engaged in compiling evidence for a de- 
tailed report upon the above subject, but it will be some time before I can obtain 
all the requisite data to cover the cases that have occurred throughout the State. 
I will also report in due time upon the same subject in the States of Arkansas and 
Mississippi. 

P. H. SHERIDAN-, 
Lieutenant-Qeneral. 

Mr. LOGAN. Now, Mr. President- 



Mr. GORDON. I do not want to interrupt the Senator. I under- 
stand, however, that there was a remark made hy him while I was 
out with reference to one district in Georgia. If he will permit me, 
I just want to state that there was no occasion for the casting of any 
republican votes in that district at all. There was no candidate to 
cast them for, and therefore it was not necessary. 

Mr. LOGAN. No candidate for Congress ? 

Mr. GORDON. Not in the district to which the Senator referred, 
where there were only eighteen republican votes cast, as I under- 
stand he said. 
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Mr. LOGAN. Does the Senator say that there was no candidate f 

Mr. GORDON. There was no republican candidate at all in the 
distriot. It was carried before by a very large majority. There was 
but one candidate and h^ was a democrat. 

Mr. LOGAN. Which district was that ? 

Mr. GORDON. The district to which I understand the Senator 
referred, of which H. R. Harris is the Representative. 

Mr. LOGAN. The fourth and the eighth ? 

Mr. GORDON. The fourth is the district I refer to^. 

Mr. LOGAN. How about the eighth ? 

Mr. GORDON. In the eighth there was no candidate at all except 
Hon. Alexander H. Stephens. 

Mr. LOGAN. None at all? 

Mr. GORDON. None at all. 

Mr. LOGAN. Were there no county candidates f 

Mr. GORDON. If the Senator will allow me, I will state that the 
county candidates had been elected at a previous election. It was 
a congressional election entirely in our State in November. 

Mr. LOGAN. I only give the facts as they are of record, and of 
course there may be an exception which I know nothing about. I 
only take that from the record as I find it. I am always ready to be 
corrected if I am wrong in reference to anything, and I am glad to 
give the Senator the benefit of his correction, and that part of the 
statement was made under a misapprehension of the facts. 

Now, Mr. President, I want to ask candid, honest, fair-minded men, 
after reading this report of General Sheridan showing the murder, 
not for gain, not for plunder, but for political opinions in the last 
few years of thirty-five hundred persons in the State of 'Louisiana, 
all of them republicans, not one of them a democrat — I want to ask 
if they can stand here before this country and defend the democratic 
party of Louisiana ? I put this question to them for they have been 
here for days crying against the wrongs upon the democracy of Louisi- 
ana. I want any one of them to tell me if he is prepared to defend 
the democracy of Louisiana. What is your democracy of Louisiana? 
You are excited, your extreme wrath is aroused at General Sheri- 
dan because he called your White Leagues down there " banditti." 
I ask you if the murder of thirty-five hundred men in a short time 
for political purposes by a band of men banded together for the pur- 
pose of murder does not make them banditti, what it does make 
them? Does it make them democrats? It certainly does not make 
them republicans. Does is make them honest men? It certainly 
does not. Does it make them law-abiding men? It certainly does 
jiot. Does it make them peaceable citizens ? It certainly does not. 
But what does it make ? A band of men banded together and per- 
petrating murder in their own State? Webster says a bandit is "a 
lawless or desperate fellow ; a robber ; a brigand," and " banditti " 
are men banded together for plunder and murder; and what are your 
White Leagues banded together for if the result proves that they 
are banded together for murder for political purposes? 

O, what a crime it was in Sheridan to say that these men were 
banditti! He is a wretch. From the papers he ought to be hanged 
to a lamp-post ; from the Senators he is not fit to breathe the free air 
of heaven or of this free Republic ; but your murderers of thirty-five 
hundred people for political offenses are fit to breathe the air of this 
country and are defended on this floor to-day, and they are defended 
here by the democratic party, and you cannot avoid or escape the pro- 
position. You have denounced republicans for trying to keep the 
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peace in Louisiana ; you have denounced the Administration for try- 
ing tosuppresB bloodshed in Louisiana ; you have denounced all for the 
same purpose ; but not one word has 'fallen from the lips of a soli- 
tary democratic Senator denouncing these wholesale murders in 
Louisiana. You have said, " I am sorry these things are done," but 
you have defended the White Leagues ; you have defended Penn ; you 
have defended rebellion ; and you stand here to-day the apologists 
of murder, of rebellion, and of treason in that State. 

I want to ask the judgment of an honest country, I want to ask 
the judgment of the moral sentiments of the law-abiding people of 
this grand and glorious Republic to tell me whether men shall 
murder by the score, whether men shall trample the law under foot, 
whether men shall force judges to resign, whether men shall force 
prosecuting attorneys to resign, whether men shall take five officers 
of a State out and hang or shoot them if they attempt to exercise the 
functions of their office, whether men shall terrify the voters and 
office-holders of a State, whether men shall undertake in violation 
of law to organize a Legislature for revolutionary purposes, for the 
purpose of putting a governor in possession and taking possession of 
the State and then ask the democracy to stand by them — I appeal to 
the honest judgment of the people of this land and ask them to res- 
pond whether this was not an excusable case when this man used 
the Army to protect the life of that State and to preserve the peace- 
of that people ? Sir, the man who will not use all the means in his 
power to preserve the nationality, the integrity of this Government,, 
the integrity of a State or the peace and happiness of a people, is not 
fit to govern, he is not fit to hold position in this or any other civil- 
ized age. 

Does liberty mean wholesale slaughter ? Does republican govern- 
ment mean tyranny and oppression of its citizens ? Does an intelli- 
gent and enlightened age of civilization mean murder and pillage,. 
bloodshed at the hands of Ku-Klux or White Leagues or anybody 
else, and if any one attempts to put it down, attempts to reorganize 
and produce order where chaos and confusion have reigned, they are 
to be denounced as tyrants, as oppressors, and as acting against 
republican institutions ? I say then the happy days of this Republic 
are gone. When we fail to see that republicanism means nothing,, 
that liberty means nothing but the unrestrained license of the mobs 
to do as they please, then republican government is a failure. Lib- 
erty of the citizen means the right to exercise such rights as are 
prescribed within the limits of the law so that he does not in the ex- 
ercise of these rights infringe the rights of other citizens. But the 
definition is not well made by our friends on the opposite side of this 
Chamber. Their idea of liberty is license ; it is not liberty but it 
is license. License to do what ? License to violate law, to trample 
constitutions under foot, to take life, to take property, to use the 
"bludgeon and the gun or anything else for the purpose of giving 
themselves power. What statesman ever heard of that as a defini- 
tion of liberty? What man in a civilized age has ever heard of lib- 
erty being the unrestrained license of the people to do as they please- 
without any restraint of law or of aiuthority ? No man, no not one 
until we found the democratic party, would advocate this proposi- 
tion and indorse and encourage this kind of license in a free country. 

Mr. President, I have perhapssaid more on this question of Louisiana 
than might have been well for me to say on account of my strength, 
but what I have said about it I have said because I honestly believed 
it. What I have said in reference to it comes from an honest convic- 
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tion in my mind and in my heart of what has been done to suppress 
violence and wrong. But I have a few remarks in conclusion to sub- 
mit now to my friends on the other side, in answer to what they have 
■said not by way of argument but by way of accusation. You say to 
us — I had it repeated to me this morning in private conversation — 
"** Withdraw your troops from Louisiana and you will have peace." 
Ah, I heard it said on this floor once " Withdraw your troops from 
Louisiana and your State government will not last a minute." I 
heard that said from the opposite side of the Chamber, and now you 
«ay " Withdraw your troops from Louisiana and you will have peace." 

Mr. President, I dislike to refer to things that are past and gone ; 
I dislike to have my mind called back to things of the past ; but I 
well remember the voice in this Chamber once that rang out and was 
heard throughout this land, " Withdraw your troops from Fort 
Sumter if you want peace." I heard that said. Now it is " With- 
draw your troops from Louisiana if you want peace." Yes, I say. 
withdraw your troops from Louisiana if you want a revolution, ana 
that is what is meant. But, sir, we are told, and doubtless it is 
believed by the Senators who tell us so, who denounce the republican 
party that it is tyrannical, oppressive, and outrageous. They have 
argued themselves into the idea that they are patriots, pure and 
undefiled. They have argued themselves into the idea that the dem- 
ocratic party never did any wrong. They have been out of power so 
long that they have convinced themselves that if they only had con- 
trol of this country for a short time, what a glorious country they 
would make it. They had control for nearly forty long years, and 
while they were the agents of this country — I appeal to history to 
bear me out — they made the Government a bankrupt, with rebel- 
lion and treason in the land, and were then sympathizing with it 
wherever it existed. That is the condition in which they left the 
country when they had it in their possession and within their con- 
trol. But they say the republican party is a tyrant; that it is 
oppressive. As I have said, I wish to make a few suggestions to 
my friends in answer to this accusation — oppressive to whom ? They 
«ay to the South, that the republican party has tyrannized over the 
South. Let me ask you how has it tyrannized over the South? 
Without speaking of our troubles and trials through which we 
passed, I will say this : at the end of a rebellion that scourged this 
land, that drenched it with blood, that devastated a portion of it, 
left us in debt and almost bankrupt, what did the republican party do T 
Instead of leaving these our friends and citizens to-day in a territorial 
condition where we might exercise jurisdiction over them for the next 
coming twenty years, where we might have deprived them of the 
rights of members on this floor, what did we do f We reorganized 
them into States, admitted them back into the Union, and through 
the clemency of the republican party we admitted representatives on 
this floor who had thundered against the gates of liberty for four « 
bloody years. Is that the tyranny and oppression of which you com- 
plain at the hands of the republican party ? Is that a part of our 
oppression against you southern people ? 

Let us go a little further. When the armed democracy, for that is 
what they were, laid down their arms in the Southern States, after dis- 
puting the right of freedom and liberty in this land for four years, how 
did the republican party show itself in its acts of tyranny and oppres- 
sion toward you? You appealed to them for clemency. Did you get 
it ? Not a man was punished for his treason. Not a man ever knocked 
at the doors of a republican Congress for a pardon who did not get it. 
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Not a man ever petitioned the generosity of the republican party to 
be excused for his crimes who was not excused. Was that oppression 
upon the part of republicans in this land? Is that a part of the op- 
pression of which you accuse us? 

Let us look a little further. We find to-day twenty-seven demo- 
cratic Representatives in the other branch of Congress who took arms 
in their hands and tried to destroy this Government holding com- 
missions there by the clemency of the republican party. We nnd in 
this Chamber by the clemency of the republican party three Senators 
who held such commissions. Is that tyranny ; is that oppression ; is 
that the outrage of this republican party on you southern people ? 
Sir, when Jeff Uavis, the head of the great rebellion, who roams the 
land free as air, North, South, East, and West, makes democratic 
speeches wherever invited, and the vice-president of the southern 
rebellion holds his seat in the other House of Congress, are we to be 
told that we are tyrants, and oppressing the southern people ? These 
things may sound a little harsh, but it is time to tell the truth in this 
country. The time has come to talk facts. The time has come when 
cowards should hide, and honest men should come to the front and 
tell you plain, honest truths. You of the South talk to us about op- 
pressing you. You drenched your land in blood, caused weeping 
throughout this vast domain, covered the land in weeds of mourning 
both North and South, widowed thousands and orphaned many, made 
the pension-roll as long as an army-list, made the debt that grinds 
the poor of this land — for all these things you have been pardoned, 
and yet you talk to us about oppression. So much for the oppression 
of the republican party of your patriotic souls and selves. Next comes 
the President of the United States. He is a tyrant, too. He is an 
oppressor still, in conjunction with the republican party. Oppressor 
of what ? Who has he oppressed of your Southern people, and when, 
and where ? When your Ku-Klux, banded together for murder and 
plunder in the Southern States, were convicted by their own confes- 
sion, your own representatives pleaded to the President and said, 
" Give them pardon, and it will reconcile many of the southern peo- 
ple." The President pardoned them ; pardoned them of their mur- 
der, of their plunder, of their piracy on land ; and for this I suppose 
he is a tyrant. 

More than that, sir, this tyrant in the White House has done more 
for you southern people than you ought to have asked him to do. He 
has had confidence in you until you betrayed that confidence. He has 
not only pardoned the offenses of the South, pardoned the criminals 
of the democratic party, but he has placed in high official position in 
this Union some of the leading men who fought in the rebellion. He 
has put in his Cabinet one of your men ; he has made governors of 
Territories of some of your leading men who fought in the rebellion ; 
he has sent on foreign missions abroad some of your men who warred 
against this country ; he has placed others in the Departments ; and 
has tried to reconcile you in everyway on earth, by appealing to your 
people, by recognizing them and forgiving them for their offenses, 
and for these acts of generosity, for these acts of kindness, he is ar- 
raigned to-day as a Caesar, as a tyrant, as an oppressor. 

Such kindness in return as the President has received from these 
people will mark itself in the history of generosity. O, but say 
they. Grant wants to oppress the White Leagues in Louisiana ; there- 
fore he is an oppressor. Yes, Mr. President, Grant does desire that 
these men should quit their e very-day chivalric sports of gunning 
upon negroes and republicans. He asks kindly that you stop it. He 
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«ays to you, "That is all I want yoii to do;" and you say that you 
are desirous that they shall quit it. You have but to say it and they 
will quit it. It is because you have never said it that they have not 
quit it. It is in the power of the democratic party to-day but to 
speak in tones of majesty, of honor, and justice in favor of human 
life, and your Ku-Klux and murderers will stop. But you do not do 
it ; and that .is the reason they do not stop. In States where it has 
been done they have stopped. But it will not do to oppress those 
people; it will not do to make them submit and subject them to tho 
law ; it will not do to stop these gentlemen in their daily sports and 
in their lively recreations. They are White Leagues ; they are banded 
together as gentlemen ; they are of southern blood ; ;bhey are of old 
southern stock; they are the chivalry of days gone by; they are 
knights of the bloody shield; and the shield must not be taken 
from them. Sirs, their shield will be taken from them ; this coun- 
try will be aroused to its danger; this country will be aroused to do 
justice to its citizens; and when it "does, the perpetrators of crime 
may fear and tremble. Tyranny and oppression ! A people who 
without one word of opposition allows men who have been the ene- 
mies of a government to come into these legislative Halls and make 
laws for that government to be told that they are oppressors is a 
monstrosity in declamation and assertion. Whoever heard of such a 
thing before? Whoever believed that such men could make such 
charges ? Yet we are tyrante! 

[Mr. LOGAN here gave way to allow a message to be received from 
the House of Representatives, which announced the passage of a biU 
removing the political disabilities of John Withers, Joseph F. Minter, 
and William Kearney.] 

Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, the reading of the title of that bill 
from the House only reminds me of more acts of tyranny and oppres- 
■sion of the republican party, and there is continuation of the same 
great offenses constantly going on in this Chamber. But some may 
say "It is strange to see Logan defending the President of the United 
States." It is not strange to me. I can disagree with the President 
when I think he is wrong ; and I do not blame him for disagreeing 
with me ; but when these attacks are made, coming from where they 
do, I am ready to stand from the rising sun in the morning to the set- 
ting sun at evening to defend every act of his in connection with 
this matter before us. 

I may have disa^eed with President Grant in many things ; but I 
was calling attention to the men who have been accusing him here, 
on this floor, on the stump, and in the other House ; tho kind of men 
who do it, the manner of its doing, the sharpness of the shafts that 
are sent at him, the poisonous barbs that they bear with them, and 
from these men who, at his hands, have received more clemency than 
any men ever received at the hands of any President or any man who 
governed a country. Why, sir, I will appeal to the soldiers of the rebel 
•army to testify in behalf of what I say in defense of President Grant — 
the honorable men who fought against the country, if there was 
honor in doing it. What will be their testimony? It will be that he 
<japtured your armed democracy of the South, he treated them kindly, 
turned them loose, with their horses, with their wagons, with their 
provisions ; treated them as men, and not as pirates. Grant built no 
prison-pens for the southern soldiers ; Grant provided no starvation 
for southern men ; Grant provided no " dead-lines " upon which to 
fihoot southern soldiers if they crossed them ; Grant provided no out- 
rageous punishment against these people that now call him a tyrant. 
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Generous to a fault in all bis actions toward the men wlio were fight- 
ing his country and destroying the Constitution, that man to-day is 
denounced as a very Cajsar ! 

Sherman has not been denounced, but the only reason is that he 
was not one of the actors in this transaction ; but I want now to say 
to my friends on the other side, especially to my friend from Dela- 
ware, who repeat.ed his bitter denunciation against Sheridan yester- 
day — and I say this in all kindness, because I am speaking what 
future history will bear me out in — when Sheridan and Grant and 
Sherman, and others like them, are forgotten in this country, you 
will have no country. When the democratic party is rotten for cen- 
turies in its grave, the life, the course, the conduct of these men will 
live as bright as the noonday sun in the heart of every patriot of a 
republic like the American Union. Sirs, you may talk about tyranny, 
you may talk about oppression, you may denounce these men ; their 
glory may fade into the darkness of night ; but that darkness will 
be a brilliant light compared with the darkness of the democratic 
party. Their pathway is illuminated by glory; yours by dark deeds 
against the Government. That is a difference which the country will 
bear witness to in future history when speaking of this country and 
the actors on its stage. 

Now, Mr. President, I have a word to say about our duty. A great 
many people are asking, what shall we do ? Plain and simple in my 
udgment is the proposition. I say to republicans, do not be scared. 
No man is ever hurt by doing an honest act and performing a patri- 
otic duty. If we are to have a war of words outside or inside, let us 
have them in truth and soberness, but in earnest. What then is our 
duty ? I did not believe that in 1872 there were official data upon 
which we could decide who was elected governor in Louisiana. But 
this is not the point of my argument. It is that the President has 
recognized Kellogg as governor of that State, and he has acted for 
two years. The Legislature of the State has recognized him ; the 
supreme court of the State has recognized him ; one branch of Con- 
gress has recognized him. The duty is plain, and that is for this, the 
other branch of Congress, to do it, and that settles the question. 
Then, when it does it, your duty is plain and simple, and as the Pres- 
ident has told you, he will perform his without fear, favor, or Affec- 
tion. Recognize the government that revolution has been against 
and intended to overthrow, and leave the President to his duty, and 
he will do it. That is what to do. 

Sir, we have been told that this old craft is rapidly going to pieces; 
that the angry waves of dissension in the land are lashinjj against 
her sides. We are told that she is sinking, sinking, sinking to the 
bottom of the political ocean. Is that true? Is it true that this gal- 
lant old party, that this gallant old ship that has sailed through 
troubled seas before is going to be stranded now upon the rock of 
fury that has been set up by a clamor in this Chamber and a few 
newspapers in the country ? Is it true that the party that saved this 
country in all its great crises, in all its great trials, is sinking to-day 
on account of its fear and trembling before an inferior enemy? I 
hope not. I remember, sir, once I was told that the old republican 
ship was gone ; but when I steadied myself on the shores bounding 
the political ocean of strifQ and commotion, I looked afar off and there 
I could see a vessel bounding the boisterous billows with white sail 
unfurled, marked on her sides " Freighted with the hopes of man- 
kind," while the great Mariner above, as her helmsman, steered her, 
navigated her to a haven of rest, of peape, and of safety. You have 



48 

but to look again upon that broad ocean of political commotion to- 
day, and tho time will soon come when the same old craft, provided 
with the same cargo, will be seen, flying the same flag, passing 
through these tempestuous waves, anchoring herself at the shores of 
honesty and justice, and there she will lie undisturbed by strife and 
tumult, again in peace and safety. [Manifestations of applause in 
the galleries.] 
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